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ike every issue of The 

Taxpayer, the pages before 
you are chalk full of billions of 
dollars in questionable spending. 
Are we powerless to do anything 
about it? 

A “call girl” exhibit in Paris, an 
Egyptian laboratory ten times over 
budget, a failed “business centre” in 
Mexico, and millions dumped into 
golf courses all in the name of 
“economic development.” 

Then there’s WED. The acronym 
spells Western Economic Diversifi- 
cation, but we at the CTF prefer 
Wasted Effort and Dollars. 

At anational press conference in 
Winnipeg on November 2™ your 


CTF released the latest assault in the 


war on corporate welfare. Ina 


detailed report the CTF revealed that 


WED has cost taxpayers $2.7- 
billion since its inception in 1987. 

Who’s on the list? Pratt and 
Whitney, Maple Leaf Foods, West- 
ern Star Trucks, CN Rail, Toronto 
Dominion Bank. Many of the usual 
suspects. 

Alarmingly, WED is only one of 
five regional development agencies 
handing out the lolly. Stay tuned, 
there’s more reports to come! 

And while wasteful spending was 
an issue during the recent federal 
election campaign, the governing 
Liberals remain completely un- 
apologetic. 

What’s more, is the clear evi- 
dence of pork barrelling: grants into 
the ridings of cabinet ministers, 
“swing ridings” around election 
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time, and count “em, five RCMP 
investigations surrounding grants 
into the Prime Minister’s riding. 

Opposition parties will tell you 
to elect different politicians. But 
we need to go much further. 

For starters, accountability 
should not be an exercise practised 
once every four or five years at the 
ballot box. Citizen-initiated refer- 
endums and recall would result in 
our elected representatives being 
held to account each and every day 
of the year. Moreover, referendums 
for example, allow voters to isolate 
specific issues — ie: corporate 
welfare — rather than the shotgun 
approach of dozens of issues to 
consider when voting for an MP. 

Second, it’s plain wrong that 
parties receiving less than 50% of 
the vote are handed 100% of the 
power to govern as they please. The 
concentration of power inherent in 
our system lends itself to corruption 
by definition. Only when we change 
the rules of how we elect our 
representatives — ie: proportional 
representation — will the outcome 
change. 

Wasteful spending is not so much 
the problem, but the symptom of a 
system that is increasingly out of 
touch with the people who pay for it. 
These pages will continue to 
outrage, and maybe even embarrass 
the government into action. But real 
change will come when the system 
itself is turned inside out, reformed 
to reflect the majority, and account- 
able to all. 
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BZ Letters to the editor 


Love your website: 
www.taxpayer.com 


I think your website is ter- 
rific. It supplies me with the in- 
formation I need, especially at 
election time. I will log on daily. 


Wolfgang Roesner, E-mail, Vernon, 
BC 


Your website is one of the 
best around. I am a member of 
your organization so I am bi- 
ased. But it’s easy to follow, at- 
tractive, and is kept up-to-date 
with great content. 

John Annesley, E-mail 


One of the VERY BEST 
websites I have seen on the is- 
sue of unreasonable/confisca- 
tory taxation! Iam anew mem- 
ber of the Constitution Party in 
the United States and Iam seek- 
ing information from all around 
the world on the fight against 
unreasonable government power 
and issues of confiscatory or 
unwise taxation. Your site has 
helped immensely. 

Bill Barret, E-mail, Iowa, USA 


Having just discovered your 
web site through the fool.com 
site, I have sent an e mail to Fi- 
nance Minister Martin. Having 
personally battled the GST 
since before its introduction, I 
am delighted to have found your 
site. Best wishes for the ongo- 
ing fight against the financial 


“bloodsuckers” in Ottawa. 
Norm Dynes, E-mail 


CTF’s TaxAction 


Further to your recent article 
in TaxAction regarding the cur- 
rent wages for BC Ferry work- 
ers, we wanted to know if you 
took into consideration the ben- 
efits and pensions they currently 
get, in addition to these ridicu- 
lously high wages? If these 
haven’t been taken into consid- 
eration, maybe you should in- 
clude these benefits and reprint 
how much they are really earn- 
ing. 

John Marks, E-mail 


Our political options 


Every time I read your publi- 
cations I appreciate how you re- 
veal a different perspective from 
that of the current ruling party. 
However, I sink deeper into a 
depression when I do read your 
articles. 

First I am a-political, am not 
loyal to any one party or leader. 
However, I am loyal to individu- 
als who display good judgement 
and respect for those they lead 
and govern. 

With the dysfunctional mind 
set attached to the current fed- 
eral government’s spending 
habits I can see no end to our 
problems. 

The most depressing part is 
that a large percentage of Cana- 


dians seem to support this type 
of spending and corruption. 
Perhaps I have a simplistic view 
of life, but I believe that the 
people are the government and 
the ruling political party is a 
caretaker we appoint. Their sole 
responsibility is to look after 
our collective well being, not 
their political future and that of 
their allies and friends. Who is 
serving who? 

Garry Lester, E-mail 


Raise the Personal Exemption 


It is ridiculous to expect peo- 
ple with incomes equivalent to 
less than a full time minimum 
wage job to pay income tax. 

To correct this inequity, I 
suggest that the Basic Personal 
Exemption be raised by the 
Government of Canada to 
$9,000 in 2001, then raised to 
$12,000 in 2002, $15,000 in 
2003 and $18,000 in 2004. 

This would benefit all taxpay- 
ers, while removing the burden 
from the poor who can least af- 
ford it. 

D. Connell, E-mail 


Letters to the 
Editor 


Letters may be edited for length 
and content. Send them to: The 
Taxpayer, 105-438 Victoria Ave. 
E, Regina, SK S4N ON7 
E-mail: 
canadian@sk.sympatico.ca 
Fax: 306-352-7203 


4 Lottors to the editor 


BC Auto Tax annual $75 property tax ontheir _ gas taxes are calculated on the 
This is my first time check- vehicle. Where do these guys basis of a fixed cents/litre rate, 
ing out your website. ’mex- __ live? which in most cases has not 
tremely frustrated with the changed in recent years. So 
taxation in this province and Linda Gable, E-mail how do you conclude that gas 
country. It seems there is taxes are primarily responsible 
nothing anyone can do but for the run-up in retail gasoline 
keep paying and paying and prices that we have witnessed 
paying while we put more and Gas taxes ain't so had over the past year or so? 


more hours in at work to keep Your web site seems to sug- R. Bronson, E-mail, Waterloo, Ont. 


ourselves off welfare. I’m gest that gas taxes are responsi- _ (Editor's Now: Whee: gas taxes ac- 
dumbfounded when I hear ble for high gas prices, and by fest 40% or oe Hoek - 
Translink Chair George Puil implication, for rising gas Bee DO Tt ae Cue ues 


i fat hed : Second, GST is charged on the full 
mane statemense Wabue nas puree price (including fixed taxes) of gas and 


no idea how the taxpayers However, the gas tax tables thereby fuels (pardon the pun) upward 
would feel about paying an on your site indicate that most pump prices.) 
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FEDERALLY FUNDED. 
COUNTRY CLUBS .% 
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Monkey house 


The federal government kicked in $1 million 
to upgrade the accommodations for a bunch of 
monkeys living at Health Canada. 

Why all the expense you ask? 

Well, the new facility will include hammocks, 
natural trees and toys for the 650 monkeys under 
Health Canada’s care. The monkeys are being 
used for medical research. 

There will even be separate facilities for 
about 150 behaviourally challenged monkeys. 
And keeping with Corrections Canada Club Med 
philosophy, no expense was spared for this 
group either. 

The problem started a few years 
back when animal rights activists 
started harassing the government 
because the monkeys were being 
kept in cages. The activists 


claimed these animals should be oe sien 


kept in a more social setting. 

To arrive at this $1 million compromise, the 
feds gathered together some Royal Society Phi- 
losophers and others to discuss how to best ac- 
commodate the monkey troop. 


Ottawa Citizen 


Expensive Mace 


In January of this year, the Legislature of the 
Northwest Territories (NWT), unveiled its new 
mace. Maces originally served as weapons to 
protect the king. As times changed, they came to 
symbolize the authority of the government and 


today are used to decorate the leg- 
islature. 

The NWT ordered its first mace 
in 1956 which was made from oak off 
the ship of British explorer Sir William Parry. A 
replica was later made when the original model 
started to deteriorate. 

This past year, the government decided it 
needed a new mace. Since they didn’t have to 
pay for it themselves, they spent $129,000 on a 
four foot staff complete with a 1.3 carat dia- 
mond, gold nuggets, a golden orb, a silver foot, 
an expensive fossilized marble head, a bronze 
shaft shaped like a Narwhale tusk and even 
some porcupine quills and a bit of bead work. 
The display case on which the mace stands is 
made of marble as well. 

Apparently, the old 


mace was no longer good enough for 
the politicians and besides they didn’t have to 
pay for it themselves (or was that already men- 
tioned). 
National Post 


Call girl exhibit 


Each year, the Department of Foreign Affairs 
provides subsidies so Canadian groups can put 
on performances and exhibitions in other coun- 
tries under the guise of promoting Canadian 
culture. 
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This year, Foreign Affairs decided to put on a 
little show in Paris called the Call Girl. 

The show features good ole Canadian girls 
dressed as prostitutes. They are part of a show 
inside a mock bordello found in a second floor 
apartment near the Eiffel Tower. Think expen- 
sive. 

The show provides live interaction with the 
audience. People can even book private time 
(free of charge) with these women. 

Note — the women are only living 
off the avails of taxpayers. Pa- 
trons are allowed to talk with 
these girls in conversations 
lasting up to 45 minutes, but 

the discussions often turn to 

sex. The show has proven so 
popular, that the call-girls are 

all booked until the perform- 
ance ends in February. 

Though officials were hesi- y 
tant in saying how much these a 
girls were paid, it was substan- 
tially more than $15 an hour. This tab 
along with other related expenses are being 
picked up by Canadian taxpayers. 

To top it all off, when the Canada Council got 
wind of the show, they threw in another 15,000 
of your tax dollars. 

National Post/Ottawa Citizen 


Sloppy CIDA 


An internal audit of the Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency (CIDA), uncovered 
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the necessary equipment to run 
the laboratory. Read: Canadian taxpayers will 
probably be on the hook to buy the equipment 
as well. 


some very questionable spending. 

CIDA is a federally funded agency 

which provides subsidies to 
projects in developing nations. 

In 1993, CIDA decided to build a laboratory 
for the Egyptian government. Named the Nile 
Project, the laboratory would be used to study 
the water and soil of the Nile River. 

Initially, CIDA estimated that the laboratory 
would cost $230,000. By 1995, changes had 
driven the costs up to $1 million and the final 
price tag exceeded $2.2 million, nearly 10 times 
the original estimate. Auditors found that CIDA 

had no idea what various 
changes for the labora- 
tory would cost which 
led to the rapid esca- 
lation in price. 
However, the prob- 
lems didn’t stop 
there. There are now 
serious questions 
whether the Egyp- 
tian government 
will actually use 
the facility since 
they haven’t bought 
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1-800 Uh Oh 


Human Resources Development Canada 
(HRDC) just shredded 18 truckloads of T4 slips 
for pensioners. There was an insert in the pack- 
age for a Canadian education savings grant, 


THE TAXPAYER 


unfortunately, it had the wrong 1-800 number. 

If this number was dialed in Canada you got 
a message stating the number was no longer in 
service. But in the US, things got a little bit 
more interesting. That same 1-800 number con- 
nected you with a low sultry, sexy voice offer- 
ing “red hot, live, one-on-one sex.” Let’s just 
say it would be an education of a different sort. 

A Canada Customs and Revenue Agency em- 
ployee actually caught the mistake just as the 
job was going to print, but the individual had 
only tried the number in Canada. The bureauc- 
racy’s lightening reflexes immediately sprung 
into action. Two weeks later they found out 
about the U.S. problem. The bureaucracy went 
on red alert. By the time they got around to do- 
ing anything about the prob- 
lem, the job was already 
printed and sitting in $ 
Canada Post trucks 
ready to be delivered. 

Concerned that the 
thousands of snow birds 
living in the US might get the 
wrong impression, HRDC or- 
dered the shipment stopped, had the 
packages shredded and then reprinted. 

The total cost to taxpayers for this 11 
number mistake was a much larger number — 
$1.35-million. 

Globe and Mail 


Canada Post Olympics 


This past September, Canada Post 
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spent $400,000 sponsoring an Ol- 
ympics-like-event for postal em- 
ployees. 

The event, held in Nanaimo, BC, fea- 
tured the best athletes the postal department had 
to offer. Though no mention was made of the 
type of events the workers competed in, the let- 
ter carrier pitbull dash and synchronized mail 
sort certainly come to mind. 

It was no easy task to get to the final. Canada 
Post sponsored a number of regional show- 
downs over the past three years to try to narrow 
down the 12,000 wanna-be Olympians to a 
group of elite postal employees. In the end, 240 
competed. 

Regina LeaderPost 


Tug-of-war for your money 


It was one event not on display at this 
year’s Olympic Games. But that didn’t stop 


your hard-earned tax dollars so 40 con- 
testants, including their coaches, could 
attend the “tug-of-war games.” 
The Ontario-based, Bluewater Tug-of- 
] War Club wanted to compete in the 
World Championships being held 
in Blackpool, England this fall. 
World championship is used 
somewhat loosely here, 
» since only six countries will 
~ actually compete. 
When the Bluewater Club 
approached the bureaucracy 
of Heritage Canada looking 
for a handout, someone 
in the sports funding di- 
vision had enough com- 


[ the federal government from forking over 
a: 
‘ 
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mon sense to say no -- an amazing feat in a de- 
partment run by Sheila Copps. 

But the Club continued to pursue funding and 
sent letters to Dennis Coderre, Secretary of State 
for Amateur Sports, asking for help. When 
Coderre got wind of this, he gave the group 
emergency funding to get them to England -- a 
figure of $25,000 was being bandied about. 

Why did Coderre do it? Well, tug-of-war has 
been accredited by the International Olympic 
Committee, making it an official sporting activ- 
ity, the first step in getting into the Olympics. If 
we give money to other sports areas such as 
track and field, Coderre reasoned, we have to 
give money to this group. 

Globe and Mail 


Lotto Gas Taxes 


While motorists are increasingly frustrated 
with high gas prices, Ottawa has been dragging 
its feet over suggestions 


it should cut its gas taxes. al 
Why? ' 
Well, revenues from gas > - \. 
taxes are nothing short of a wa ' 


government lottery win. . 
According to reports, Ottawa NS 
will receive an additional $2 bil- w) 

lion in gas tax revenues this year as a 
direct result of higher gas prices. This is 
coming through higher GST revenues which 
generate more dollars as the price of gas goes 
up. The feds are also picking up extra cash 
through higher corporate income taxes being 


Sd 


paid by the oil companies. 
This means a family of four is 
kicking in an extra $250 a year in 
gas taxes to the federal government 


alone. 
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The perfect recipe 


Diplomats + business venture = the perfect 
recipe for disaster. 

This is exactly what happened when the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs decided to open a 
trade centre in Mexico City. The bureaucrats 
raved about how much money the government 
would generate from the centre. The plan in- 
volved setting up a building in which Canadian 
businesses would rent space and supposedly 
showcase their goods and services. 

The Canadian Business Centre was officially 
opened in 1994. Eighteen months later, it was 
closed down, an abysmal failure that cost tax- 
payers at least $3 million. The centre was in 
trouble right from day one. Bureaucrats leased a 
building for $1 million a year and spent nearly 

$1.2 million on renovations. This, despite the 
concern by others in the department who 
thought the government was 
7 being taken to the 
y/ 42 cleaners on the 
Vf 


7 = \ deal. 


fj ey ~ In the end, it 


was closed 
down because 
businesses 
weren’t inter- 
ested in the 
space. Federal bu- 
reaucrats expected to 


THE TAXPAYER 


earn yearly profits of $1 million. In reality the 
department lost over $600,000 a year. 

Even in closing, the centre took one last kick 
at taxpayers, as the Department had to pay 
$640,000 to get out of the lease. 

The bureaucracy tried to keep the closing 
hush hush. Memos expressed concerns that the 
fiasco would be looked upon as a waste of tax- 
payers dollars. Well, they were right about one 
thing. 

Globe and Mail 


No trespassing 


We may be talking about the billion dollar Hu- 
man Resources Development Canada (HRDC) 
grants scandal clear into the next century. 

HRDC gave a $600,000 grant to the Bras 
d’Or North Community Development Asso- 
ciation in Cape Breton for a project in- 
tended to increase tourism in the region. 

It involved building a wooden boardwalk 
and marina. 

The boardwalk was built. The marina reno- 
vations completed. Everything was going along 
just swimmingly. 

Then a little problem popped up. 

Sections of the boardwalk had been built on 
privately owned land without permission. 
The owners were not impressed. Some 
demanded the walkway built 
on their land be ripped up, 
which it was. Others 
posted no trespassing 
signs. According to re- 
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ports, it’s actually impossible to ac- 

cess what’s left of the walkway, un- 
less you are prepared to cross a swamp. 

There was a note in the documents obtained 
through Access to Information, stating that gov- 
ernment officials knew the boardwalk was going 
over private land and permission was needed. 
But there was another note stating that the Lib- 
eral MP for the area really wanted this project to 
proceed. 
National Post 


Hole in wallet 


The Chretien government is committed to 
keeping green fees down. There is no other way 
of interpreting the millions of dollars in govern- 
ment subsidies that the Liberal government has 
given to some of Canada’s most prestigious golf 
clubs since 1994. 

Atlantic Canada has been a major re- 
cipient of this funding with most 
of the subsidies being provided by 
the Atlantic Canada Opportunities 
Agency (ACOA). Since 1997, 

the agency has handed out 
$800 million in taxpayer 
money with just under half 
($354 million) provided in 
the form of grants and $446 
million in loans. However, 
these are not your regular 
loans. Let’s just say the 
repayment terms are 
very forgiveable. Be- 
tween 1997 and 2000, 
ACOA lent out $350 
million, but to date only 
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$23 million has been paid back. 

Golf courses funded in other regions of 
Canada were subsidized through other pro- 
grams. 


In one instance, taxpayers actually became 
part owner of a golf club. The feds paid 
$700,000 for an ownership position in the Bell 
Bay Golf Club in Baddeck, NS. But don’t be 
mistaken, ownership here doesn’t come with any 
privileges. 


Not all the money went to golf clubs. The 
government also subsidized groups who use 
them. One of the recipients was the Golf Learn- 
ing Academy which received $1 million in 1998. 
It should come as no surprise that the academy 
is located in the riding of Lawrence Macauley, a 
Liberal Cabinet Minister. Other groups under 
this category included, the Golf Marketing 
Council of Nova Scotia which got $210,000; a 
golfer’s association in Gaspe, Quebec scored 
$201,000; Golf Atlantic Canada broke par with 
$376,000 and Golf Links PEI received $135,000. 


The following is a listing of some of the golf 
clubs which received funding, the fiscal year 
they received it and the amount: 


@ The Clovelly Golf Club, St. John’s Nfld: 2000 
- $481,000; 1999 - $400,000; 1998 - $569,000. 


@ Gander Golf Club, Gander, Nfld: 2000 — 
323,000; 1999 - $119,000; 1998 - $495,000. 


@ The Golf Anjou Club, Montreal, Quebec: 1999 
- $115,000; 1998 - $125,000. 


@ Princeton Golf Club in BC: 1999 - $135,000. 
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@ Skeena Valley Golf Club, Terrace, 

BC: 1999 - $193,000; 1998 - 

$263,000. 

@ Rat River Golf Club, Manitoba: 1997/98 - 
$100,000. 


@ Confederation Golf Club, Charlottetown, PEI: 
2000 - $163,000; 1999 - $836,000. 

@ Algonquin Properties Signature Golf Club, 
Fredericton, NB: 1998 - $1.4 million. 

@ The Bay of Islands Yacht Club, Corner Brook, 
Nfld: 2000 - $228,000 

@ Assiginack-Wikwemikung Golf Club, Ontario: 
1998 - $200,000; $100,000 — 1997. 

@ West Vancouver Yacht Club: 1995-96 - 
$289,769. 


@ Tabusintac Club, Neguac, NB: 1999 - 
$147,000. 


@ Brudenell Luxury Golf Resort and Conference 
Centre, Roseneath, PEI: 1999/00 - $500,000 

@ Valley Golf Club, St. Andrews, NB: 1998 - 
$250,000. 

@ West Pubinco Country Club, NS: 2000 - 
$160,000 

@ Shelburne Country Club, Clyde River, NS: 
2000 - $160,000. 

@ The Grande Meadows Golf Club, Frenchman’s 
Cove, NFLD: 1995 - $482,000. 

@ The Twin Rivers Golf Club, Port Blantford, 
NFLD: 1999/00 - $714,000 federal and provin- 
cial funding. 

@ Southlands Club, St. John’s, NFLD: 1999/00 - 
$146,000. 

@ Grand Falls Country Club, NFLD: 1999/00 - 
$807,000 

CIF files, Ottawa Citizen 
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Western Economic Diversification 


estern Economic 
diversification 
(WED) is one of four 


regional “economic development 
agencies” under the umbrella of 
Industry Canada. 

And, as taxpayers know all too 
well, the words “government” and 
“development” in the same breath 
often add up to big dollars with 
little to show for it. 

Earlier in 2000, the CTF de- 
tailed $2.6-billion in “develop- 
ment” doled out over the past ten 
years by WED’s sister organization 
ACOA (Atlantic Canada Opportu- 
nities Corporation). 

Now it’s time to turn the micro- 
scope west. WED has cost taxpay- 
ers over $2.7-billion since its 
inception in 1987. Of this total, 
$2.0-billion has been in the form 
of grants and contributions: 

BM 30.5% (or $614- 

million) were in the form 

of repayable contribu- 
tions; 


BM 66% 

(or $132- 
million) 

were 
condition- 
ally repayable 
contributions; 


BM 62.7% (or 1.25-billion) 
were non-repayable contribu- 
tions. 


What’s a “conditionally 
repayable contribution’? 
Basically, it’s bureaucrat- 
speak for not requiring loan 
repayment unless a 
company is success- 
ful. The bottom line 
is that WED has 
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written off $65-million or the 
equivalent of 8.7% of all contribu- 
tions classified as “repayable”. 

In addition to playing banker 
with tax dollars, WED provided 
funding to 105 Community 
Futures Corporations (whatever 
they are) to the tune of $294- 
million over the last 13 years. 

So who are the recipients of all 
this corporate welfare? 

In Alberta, AT Plastics received 
over $3.9-million in repayable 
contributions, while Pratt and 
Whitney settled for $2.3-million. 
Maple Leaf Foods received 
$568,625 in non-repayable 
contributions while Cott Bever- 
ages and TransAlta 
Utilities raked 


in $233,291 and $127,848 respec- 
tively. And contrary to WED 
guidelines ending non-repayable 
contributions after 1995, Foremost 
Industries received $75,000 to 
manufacture a drilling vehicle and 
hire a sales coordinator. 

In B.C., Ballard Power Systems 
received more than $6.4-million in 
conditionally repayable grants, 
while Western Star trucks settled 
for a mere $5-million. MDS 
Mobile Data Solutions graduated 
the millionaire club with a $1- 
million repayable contribution. 
INEX Pharmaceuticals meanwhile 
received four non-repayable 
contributions totalling $150,000 
after 1995. 

In Manitoba, railway giant CN 
received a non-repayable contri- 
bution of $16-million to sell one 
of its railway lines to the Hudson’s 
Bay Railway. Bristol Aerospace 
received over $4.6-million in 
repayable contributions, while the 
Toronto Dominion Bank received 
$9-million to underwrite research 
and development loans. The well- 
known consulting firm of Hill and 
Knowlton was given $79,000 to 
study Manitoba issues. 

In Saskatchewan, the Saskatch- 
ewan Wheat Pool received 
$533,721 to finance various 
projects, while MDC Corporation 
received $970,000 to develop an 
automatic boarding pass and ticket 
system. 

Other cash strapped recipients 
include: Computing Devices 

Canada; Canadian Pacific 

Hotels; Canadian Forest Prod- 

ucts; CAE machinery; AVCORP 
Industries; Spectrum Signal 
Processing; Canadian 
Airlines; Cangene Corp., 
Canadian Imperial Bank 


Western Economic Diversification 


of Commerce; Royal Bank; Mon- 
arch Utilities; and of course 


Bombardier. 


And it’s not just businesses in 
on the lolly. The Alpine Club of 
Alberta received $1.3-million to 


Corporate Welfare by Province 


M@ BC received $705-million, an average of $54-million each year, 


build a training center at Lake 


Louise. Other recipients include: 
Edmonton Northlands; The 
Calgary Stampede; Padium Hot 
Springs and Resort; The Common- 


wealth Film Festival; Harney Golf 


Club; the Royal Winnipeg Yacht 
Club; St. Boniface Golf Club; 
Festival du Voyageur; and the 
Saskatchewan Food and Wine 

In all some $3.3-million 


Festival. 
spent hard at play. 


Associations, organizations and 
chambers of commerce also 


of this 66.7% was in the form of non-repayable contributions, 3.7% 
was in the form of conditionally repayable contributions, and 29.8% 
was in the form of repayable contributions; 


@ Alberta received $539-million, an average of $41-million per 

year, of this 65.3% was in the form of non-repayable contributions, 
9.8% was in the form of conditionally repayable contributions, and 
24.8% was in the form or repayable contributions; 


Saskatchewan received $261-million, an average of $20-million 
per year, of this 67.7% was in the form of non-repayable contribu- 
tions, 8.7% was in the form of conditionally repayable contribu- 
tions, and 23.5% was in the form of repayable contributions; 


@ Manitoba received $497-million, an average of $38-million per 


41.8% was in the form of repayable contributions. 


Continued on page 14 


year, of this 52.1% was in the form of non-repayable contributions, 
5.9% was in the form of conditionally repayable contributions, and 


Western Economic Diversification Assistance by Type 
1987 to 2000 


Total Disbursed 


$68,622, 113.21 
109,848,281.63 
145,409,882.53 
142,430,083.44 
111,215,359.00 
156,865,357.27 
88, 954,582.21 
524,177,368.79 
151,402,564.05 
80,974,478.93 
242,144,018.45 
90,412,199.60 
91,247,818.07 


$2,003,704, 107.18 


(Total Disbursements) 


Repayable 


$8,542,919.00 
64,429,807.87 
101,931,170.16 
84,267,474.04 
72,429,208.40 
109,404, 706.00 
71,647,053.00 
19,239,434.00 
37,078,693.00 
31,799,000.00 
4,019,267.00 
6,973,825.00 
2,360,000.00 


Percent 


12.45% 
58.65% 
70.10% 
59.16% 
65.13% 
69.74% 
80.54% 
3.67% 
24.49% 
39.27% 
1.66% 
1.11% 
2.59% 


Conditionally Percent 


Repayable 
$119,534.00 
10,235,599.00 
29,704,763.00 
16,385,307.00 
7,842,095.00 
15,813,200.00 
4,381,483.00 
22,627,799.00 
1,715,000.00 
4,560,000.00 
5,820,872.00 
6,028, 746.00 
6,900,000.00 


0.17% 
9.32% 
20.43% 
11.50% 
7.05% 
10.08% 
4.93% 
4.32% 
1.13% 
5.63% 
2.40% 
6.67% 
7.56% 


$59,959,660.21 
35, 182,874.76 
13,773,949.37 
41,777,302.40 
30,944,055.60 
31,647,451.27 
12,926,046.21 
482,310,135.79 
112,608,871.05 
44,615,478.93 
232,303,879.45 
77,409,628.60 
81,987,818.07 


Percent 


87.38% 
32.03% 
9.47% 

29.33% 
27.82% 
20.17% 
14.53% 
92.01% 
74.38% 
55.10% 
95.94% 
85.62% 
89.85% 


$614, 122,557.47 $132,134,398.00 $1,257,447,151.74 


Repayable=Repayble loan; Cond Repayable=Subsidy repayble only if certain conditions are met (i.e. if the project reaches 
a certain benchmark); Non Repaybale=Outright grant 
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benefited from WED largesse, to 
the tune of $77-million. Recipi- 
ents varied from local chambers of 
commerce to industrial associa- 
tions, even one or two cultural 
associations received funds (I 
guess Heritage Canada didn’t 
mind). The Alberta Women’s 
Enterprise Initiative Association, 
for example, received a whopping 
$14-million to promote its activi- 
ties. 

It is a dizzying list of compa- 
nies and organizations! Many of 
which are the recipients of tax 
dollars from their competitors! 
The CTF has for some time argued 
that the surest way to “develop” an 
economy is to lower taxes and 
create a regulatory environment 
conducive to wealth creation, 
period.™@ 


Four Reasons Why Governments 
Should End Corporate Welfare: 


. The market should dictate 
business decisions, not 
politicians and bureaucrats who 
are barely capable of managing 
the government’s affairs much 

less our economy. 


. Corporate welfare is 

inherently unfair. Business 
handouts create an uneven 
playing field, with business 
taxpayers forced to subsidize 
their competitors and compete 
with firms based on their 
political connections. 


. Corporate welfare creates a 

culture of dependency. 
Businesses start to make deci- 
sions based on the need for 
subsidies and “getting their fair 
share” thereby becoming 
grantrepreneurs rather than 
entrepreneurs. 


. Corporate welfare means 

higher taxes. The billions of 
dollars in handouts are ulti- 
mately paid for by taxpayers. 


Camara 


Manitoba provincial director Victor Vrsnik (left) and federal director Walter 
Robinson (right) at the November 2nd, CTF News Conference in Winnipeg, MB 
releasing the CTF'’s Western Economic Diversification study. 


Your tax dollars at Play 


The following is a list of business subsidies handed out by Western Economic 
Diversification to businesses on the funner side of life like golf courses and yacht 
clubs. Read and weep. 


Alpine Club Of Canada & Southern Alberta 
Hostellin, Lake Louise, Tourism.......... $1,329,071 
Golfore Ltd., Edmonton, Manufacturing, 


BI10/1992 ws sseccvevssiscveissotritecccetted Rep-$100,000 
Golfore Ltd., Edmonton, Manufacturing, 
DISA GSS: cssvsncersinesecenne steivnceytoasueties Rep-$85,799 
Appaloosa Horse Club Of Canada, Claresholm, 
Alberta, Service Industries ...........0c $10,407 
Edmonton Northlands, Edmonton, Alberta, Service 
Ndustries, 3/8/1993 wees $7,919 
Charlton Resorts, Banff, Service Industries, 
V2ITOIAOGD: «ccessaiceercarieustaeesteretteesernucderee $7,000 
Calgary Exhibition & Stampede, Calgary, Service 
Ndustries, 3/8/1991 wo. $6,000 
Edmonton Heritage Festival ssoc, Edmonton, Service 
Industries, 12/10/1990 .... eee $4,140 
Calgary Exhibition & Stampede, Calgary, Service 
Ndustries, 1/31/1991 owes $3,500 
Calgary Exhibition & Stampede, Calgary, 
Alberta, Service Industries, 4/7/1992 ........ $1,494 
Calgary Exhibition & Stampede, Calgary, Service 
Ndustries, 12/6/1991 oes $1,387 
Calgary Export Club, Calgary, Trade, 
BZF(Q000:. ceseas cczsstsiensepesicertensatersoaicesteeticctnie’ $1,000 


Mountain Trek Fitness Retreat & Health Spa 

Ltd., Ainsworth, Service Industries, 

5/2/1990 o.eeseecsssessessesestesteseeseeestesees Rep-$44,669 
The Kalano Club Of Kelowna, Okanagan, 

SIGIN998 oi ccccscsccciteveccitasectvavvnccndasicdvente $43,825 
The Mclean’s River Ridge Resort Ltd., Chilko 

Lake, Service Industries 9/9/1992 ............ $6,680 
Radium Hot Springs Resort, Radium Hot 

Springs, Service Industries, 11/21/1991 ... $4,357 
Padova City Resorts Inc., Port Coquitlam, 

B.C., Service Industries, 4/24/1992 .......... $2,532 
Silver Star Mountain Resort, Vernon, Service 


Industries, 5/6/1993 .....cscseseseceseeeesees $1,418 
Zee Tee Golf Ltd., Victoria, Service Industries, 

6/20/1990 vi csncchecsnsalentsrereatitannei tas $1,231 
Pro Tee Golf Inc., West Vancouver, Service 

Industries, 5/19/1991 oo. eseeseesesseseesees $750 
East Side Eagles Football Club, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, 6/23/1998 ........c.cssesseeeees $479,088.88 


Commonwealth Film And Video Festival Inc., 
Winnipeg, Service Industries, 2/1/1991 . $100,000 
Rat River Golf Riviere-Aux-Rats Inc., Section 8- 


6, Agriculture, 5/22/1997 oo... $100,000 
Selkirk GolfAnd Country Club, Service Industries, 5/ 
(AI1 998) 2h: o2eiviohevects Boas enisheenedeh ets $100,000 
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Selkirk Golf And Country Club, Service Industries, 


11/6/1998 ... Rep-$100,000 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Winnipeg, Business, 
N2OIAQOB: ccs skteseeeseceetosatonssiviesteeeLavestsccets $83,655 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Winnipeg, Tourism, 
10/31/1991 oeseeesseeesteesseeseee Cond/Rep-$77000 
St. Adolphe Community Club Hall, St. Adolphe, 
18/1998 iain ietaeuectaltn can atteness $50,000 
Kingswood Golf & Country Club Ltd., Pr Hwy 247 
La, Intern **, 5/26/1997 oe $48,518 
St. Norbert Community Club, Winnipeg, 
QI B/1994 iat ese ue sii eenedd $39,999.04 
Waverley Heights Community Club, Winnipeg, 
9/13/1994 ee tecaiei adieu ats $36,000 


Hartney Golf Club, Hartney, 3/15/1995....... $30,433 
Commonwealth Film And Video Festival 
Inc., Winnipeg, Service Industries, 


8/2/1990 a ccanitssnatiileas dueane iene ovainee: $27,714 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Winnipeg, 
APSO 998 vee Vaccivcchiirrnarendatvcarennccniey $24,947.41 


Royal Manitoba Yacht Club, 90 Kenabeek, Service 
Industries, 7/8/1997 $22,026 
River Oaks Golf Course, Lo faverley, Intern 


BE IDSA GOT ss ctecessttcectoestooetircanirenee $21,331 
Winnipeg Rowing Club Building Co. Ltd., Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, 3/9/1998 ...... essences $20,000 


Emerson Golf & Country Club, RI17 & 18 On 

Hwy, Service Industries, 5/22/1997 ........ $18,870 
Fort Garry Community Club, Winnipeg, 

QM B/1994 ie aisha as $17,740.90 


Wildwood Community Club, Winnipeg, 
Q/13/1994 sins east lelaceincale $15,638.43 
St Boniface Golf Club Ltd, Service Industries, 
3/2511 998 sc, teanad ik, canciones $15,232 
Laverendrye Golf Course, Service Industries, 
4/80/1998 3 scatestescevescrecrsssntersasctiennicrnt $13,344 
Oakview Golf And Country Club Inc, Ne 8-1-1w// 
Altona, Agriculture, 5/29/1997 .... we $13,334 
Southside Golf Centre, Garriere, Service Indus- 


ties; S/2 AO Tins tert tone nate cetsater $13,313 
Bridgeport Yacht Club 1996 Inc, 302 Nairn, Service 

Industries, 6/9/1997 oo... $11,622 
Netley Creek Golf Course, //Petersfield, Intern **, 

C/2211 99 iy. io wisietsoednden licences $10,921 
Chesley’s Family Resort, Des 23-15-4 E/Rm 

Of, Intern **, 6/24/1997... esses $10,314 


Miniota Golf Club, Miniota, 7/21/1994 ..... $10,254.67 

Emerson International Theatre Festival, Unit 7, 30 
First, Service Industries, 5/22/1997 ........ $10,119 

Riverview GolfAnd Country Club, //Morris, Intern 


*P BIDBIT9GT 2cssadan decent rcccateiealtes $8,209 
St. Norbert Community Club Inc., 3450 

Pembina, Agriculture, 5/24/1997 ............... $6,997 
Reynolds Community Club, Hadashville, 

SIZAINOQA 6, inc catecosecanmnsntinem ntact $5,533 
Interlake Shrine Club, Head Office In, Agriculture, 

BIZAINOOT is. hoes Lopate tad teen dniee ideas. $5,501 
End Of Main Resort, 10 Miles, Intern **, 

BI QOIN OOTY. isscs sce eces tos ststicvectsche deste $5,000 
ST. Joseph’s Social Club, Lot 49 Red River, Service 

Industries, 6/4/1997 ......cesceseessseseeseessees $5,000, 


Barkman Custom Clubs, //Morris, Manufacturing, 
GION OO Paha ccctecdhs uaiteciea heavier ties $5,000 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Detroit, Service 
Industries, 6/24/1992 oo... $4,266 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Cleveland, Service 
Industries, 1/23/1991... essences $4,262 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Atlantic City, Nj, Service 
Industries, 5/11/1993 $3,182 
Festival Du Voyageur Inc., Paris, France, Service 


Industries, 11/5/1991... $2,900 
Dominion City Snow Rovers Club, //Dominion 
City, Service Industries, 6/6/1997 ............. $2,677 


Rennie Community Club, Rennie, 8/9/1996 .. $2,166 
Brad Keats Golf Shop, //La Salle, Service 

Industries, 6/2/1997 .......ccseesseeseseesesseens $2,000 
Club De Pionniers, Agriculture, 3/13/1998 .... $1,055 
Cosmopolitan Industries Golf, Canada, Saskatoon 

Manufacturing, 7/1/1990 ...........0+ Rep-$68,930 
Saskatchewan Food And Wine Festival, Moose Jaw, 

Sask., Service Industries, 8/11/1998......... $7,500 
Saskatchewan Food And Wine Festival, Moose Jaw, 


Sk, Trade, 9/23/1999 ou... esses $7,500 
Cosmopolitan Industries Golf Canada, Saskatoon, 
Service Industries, 4/1/1990 .........ceseseee $3,449 
Summer Resort Village Of Wakaw Lake, Summer R. 
Wi OF V24/1999 x cersscncessiiccmnarccmtnhevcstess $2,124 
Regina Eastview Rotary Club, Regina, Trade, 6/2/ 
NQOOE cesnice sh coche ee caret clan ane aa, $1,000 


Regina Eastview Rotary Club, Regina, Trade, 
5/19/2000 .... $1,000 


Western Economic Diversification 
1998-99 to 1999-00 


The following is a list of business subsidies handed out by Western Economic Diversification for fiscal years 1998-99 and 
1999-00. It represents just two years of WED handouts. The following handouts are all grants unless otherwise noted. 
Rep=Repayable contribution, Cond/Rep=Conditionally Repayable contribution. The following list contains: the name of the 
company receiving the subsidy, location, sector where it qualified under and amount provided. 


Alberta 
Fiscal year 1999-2000 


Sinnamon Brothers Holdings Ltd., Camrose, 


AQMICUMUPE sr: 2ecacciadeveasse step acettactreastate $37,500 
Cuisine Canada, Jasper Ab, Service Ind ...... $1,000 
Phasys Ltd, Edmonton, Electronic, ............. $37,500 
Economic Development Edmonton, Edmonton,, 

BuisSineSSs.ccs.tivvatielcnsisiecasecoutbtecten diet $5,000 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce, Calgary, 

Trader anaes at sane ticrearras An $500 
Alberta BioTech Assoc, Edmonton, 

HIGH TOGH: s.t2secsstediiecseercrssratennvestisietee $105,000 
Mariah Energy Corp., Calgary, 

Manufacturing ......cccsseccssscssecssseessneecsees $37,500 
Alberta Economic Development, Alberta, 

BUSINGSS ccesetecdelecleaeteieaeedacdes $100,000 
Datanet Information Systems Inc., St. Albert, 

Computers s.ticAaniead eae $37,500 
Metis Settlements General Council, Edmonton, 

Service lind... Ssseecavecticnrcesvectreaisledhns $2,700 


Nti Newspaper Technologies Inc., Calgary, 


COMPULEIS 4c. scccetnrierseictuaninnidiera $37,500 
Quadrus Development Inc., Calgary, 

Computers s..2e5.ceetieiidcee aval $37,500 
Africa Direct, Calgary, Environment .............. $2,000 
Calgary Research & Development Authority, 

Calgary, High TECH ........scccssecssecsseesseeen $5,000 
Revolve Magnetic Bearings Inc., Calgary, 

Manufacturing ......ccscsccssseccssecssecssneesnes $37,500 
The Governors of The University of Alberta, 

Edmonton, High Tech ........:ssesesesee $120,000 
University Technologies International Inc., Calgary, 

High TeCh ssiesieticcntsaieahaitutare $37,500 


Provincial Treasurer of Alberta ......... $1,084,131.07 
Fifth Dimension Information Systems Inc., Edmonton, 


COMPULEIS 2220.54. Jetset dette ieccend $75,000 
International Health Business Opportunities Confer, 

Edmonton, Service INd .......ssscssssssesee $5,000 
Mediation Tech Corp, Calgary, 

Communications $37,500 
M-Tech Mercury Information Tech Inc., Calgary, 


COMPULEIS ss. tren Wate sacie Sets $75,000 


Calgary Export Club, Calgary, Trade........... $1,000 
Circa Enterprises Inc., Calgary, High Tech . $37,500 
Firetrace Systems International Inc., Cochrane, 


COMPUIETS 3 4...-cctwie diel Aeel cranial $37,500 
Entre-Corp Business Development Centre, Medicine 
Hat, Business, oo... $5,000 


Red Deer Chamber of Commerce, Business $2,000 
Westlink Innovation Network Ltd., Edmonton, 
ROS@arCh siiiccsnicdititstaattidetdiedeneatecc $90,000 
Csm Systems Inc., Edmonton, Computers ... $37,500 
702489 Alberta Ltd.O/A International Events & Mark, 


Calgary, BUSINESS .........ccsssescssseccsssecesseee $5,000 
Quality Council Institute of Alberta, Edmonton, 

BUSINGSS soicchiesGodiuicts anbote dissect $5,000 
Siworks Inc., Calgary, Computers ... $37,500 
OASoft Inc., Edmoton, Computers .............. $75,000 
Pultronex Corp, Nisku, Trade ..........csse $37,500 
Canadian Courseware Development Corp., 

Edmonton, Computers ........sssssccssseessees $37,500 
Canada West Foundation, Calgary, 

ROS@QICN wie? ccseecteacie2detisveceteedtonecdtdel! $68,300 
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University of Alberta, Edmonton, Research . $48,400 
Pembina Institute For Appropriate Development, 


Drayton Valley, Service Ind ............0+ $162,000 
Centre Culturel Marie-Anne Gaboury, Edmonton, 
HIN OCH teststeccsssetatasriciorantetreiies $50,000 
Partnerships For Commercialization of Tech R, 
Calgary, BUSINESS .........ccsssecssesesseeens $300,000 
Great Barriers Inc. O/AArtistic Steel, Edmonton, 
Manufacturing ......cccssccsssecssecsssecssneessnes $37,500 
Kanotech Information Systems Ltd., Edmonton, 
COMPULETS .....seeesetecesseeeseteeesneessntersneeesees $37,500 
Collaborative Learning Network Inc., Edmonton, 
COMPUTETS 2.2). acti teanietietd ideas $37,500 
The Canadian Assoc For The World, Calgary, 
EN@Igy. sche tcainen aaa $300,000 
Primeline Medical Products Inc., Edmonton, 
ADParel ......sseessssescsseecsstecsssesesseeesseeesseees $37,500 
Aurora Bar Code Technologies Ltd., Edmonton, 
High TECH. ssssscdeissssccsaissecorscrneder recta nt $37,500 


University of Alberta, Edmonton, Service .. $900,000 
C & G Business Enterprises Ltd., Camrose, 


Manufacturing ......cccsscssecssecsssesssseessnes $37,500 
Principality Foods Ltd., Edmonton, 

Manufacturing ......ccsssccssecssecssesssneessees $37,500 
Gilani Investments of Alberta Ltd., Calgary, 

AQMICUIUPE: 555! -kesccnesiet ters Lact cevesidec $37,500 
Alberta Chambers of Commerce, Edmonton, 

BusineSS. 22 savcdtiahiiesidddendeides $2,500 
Chinook Multimedia Inc., Edmonton, 

COMPULETS oo... eecssseccsseecssescsssecssnecssneeesses $37,500 
Northern Lakes College, Grouard, 

HIgh "Teh int featn an saenenea anes $100,000 
Fort Vermillion School Division No. 52, Fort 

Vermillion, High TCH ....... eset $100,000 
Alberta Economic Development, Calgary, 

BUSINGSS .cecvalictei usd e cdattatt $120,000 
Fall Protection Group Inc., Calgary, 

GOMPULETS 0 ssceeccsrendcccrvesserentevadyaccoenls $37,500 
IcetAlliance, Edmonton, Service Ind ............. $5,000 
Paintearth Resource Recovery Centre Ltd., 

Edmonton, Environment... $200,000 
Alberta Geomatics Group Assoc, Calgary, 

High TeCh .......ssessseecssssersneeesseesneeesneeess $30,000 
University of Calgary, Calgary, Research ... $60,000 
Alberta Geomatics Group Assoc, Calgary, 

HIGH TECH ss: Svesspiteurs cetera tieeengtcte $25,000 
Alberta Aerospace Assoc, Edmonton, 

Manufacturing ......cccsscsssecsssecsssecssneessees $31,000 
Alberta Aerospace Assoc, Edmonton, 

Transportation .......csccscsssccsssecssseecsseesseees $40,000 
Alberta Women’s Enterprise Initiative Assoc, 

Edmonton, BUSINESS .........cessssecseeeeeees $50,000 
Societe La Gr&e Place Francophone De Calgary, 

Calgary, Service INd ........cscsecsseecssecsees $50,000 
Alberta Aerospace Assoc, Edmonton, 

Manufacturing ......cccsscccsssecsssscssecssneessnes $10,000 
Conseil Scolaire Du Centre-Nord, Legal, 

CONStrUCtiOn ......ceeecsseescssseeseessesessseees $200,000 
Ppdm, Public Petroleum Data Model Assoc Calgary, 

EN@rQy. nti cenetethtn oie cantatle $13,500 
Economic Development Edmonton, Edmonton, 

Environment .......cssssssesscssseseeseeeseeseees $750,000 
Red Hat Co-Operative Ltd., Redcliff, 

High TeGh isiseecasssetnstscncvcataraccines $36,000 
Department of Indian & Northern Affairs, Tsuu T’ina 

Reserve, Construction ........-sscscsssee $200,000 


University of Calgary, Calgary, Business .... $40,000 
Alberta Tourism Education Council Edmonton, 
BUSINESS: sccisit eotd.cectancsceiceserdenvn tess $50,000 


Edmonton Space & Science Foundation, Edmonton, 

Construction ....c.sccsessesssseesessesseeseeee $2,000,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, High Tech $36,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, High Tech $85,000 
The Calgary Zoological Society, Calgary, 


COnSHUCHON See seca sieesaveiciaceesees $1,300,000 
Canadian Tourism Commission, Ottawa, 

TOUNSIM co aetieses cco sanetere serine iset, $25,000 
Alliance of Manufacturers & Exporters Canada, 

Edmonton, Manufacturing ou... $80,000 
University of Lethbridge, Lethbridge, 

EQUIDIMONE s2ssocasstsdceecteseioiescetteetoiesscc? $150,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, 

EqUuIDMehit: 2.20.00: eee, Fedeensceeitnn se $1,000,000 
University of Calgary, Calgary, 

Equipment $1,000,000 
Alberta Network For Proteomics Innovation, 

Edmonton, BUSINESS 0.0.0. $2,000,000 
Alberta Aerospace Assoc, Jasper, Ab 

BUSINESS ...22cev.:nsecstuesceadhecetsadtienaeactaie) $5,000 
Gismo Solutions Ltd., Edmonton, 

COMM PUNE IS feast hale.ciesecensesdretescaeme ices $37,500 
City of Edmonton, Edmonton, 

ENvirOnMent ......cccsscsssescseccssecsssesseesseense $350,000 
Promoting Calgary Inc., Calgary, 

High Tech is: ccssiiecexalehhnvcranttienaniect $297,000 
Emscan Corp, Calgary, Equipment ............. $37,500 
Careers: The Next Generation Foundation, 

Edmonton, Trade .....cc.cscccssesssecssecsseeaee $500,000 
Ezra Consulting Ltd., Whitecourt, 

COMPULOMS : <..:.scicssscsttescesissceecssteawndeleseses $37,500 
Canmore Ad-Venture Capital Foundation, Canmore, 

BUSINESS 35. 2ccc ce ecciustirccnsdhsitealts sett teto $5,000 


University of Calgary, Calgary, Service Ind $52,200 


Alberta 
Fiscal year 1998-99 


Wildlife Genetics International, Edmonton, 


HIQh TeCh -sinccirseicaigesclawicrcicviccrcrcdes $37,500 
Studon Business Solutions Corp., Calgary, High 

OCH Siitaan Miia hasnt Goan $75,000 
Select Food Services Ltd., Edmonton, 

Service $37,500 


University of Calgary, Calgary, Health ........ $60,000 
Biopak Ltd., Edmonton, Manufacturing ........ $37,500 


City Tile Inc., Calgary, Computers .............. $37,500 
Les Editions Duval, Inc. Edmonton, 
Service ING ese yichcr\esten se tapvacieanueitasty $37,500 


Avenir Software Inc., Calgary, Computers .. $75,000 
Cybersurf Corp., Calgary, Computers ........ $37,500 
Continuous Learning Celebration Society -St.Albert, 

St. Albert, Service INd .......eeceeeeeee $15,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Research ... $1,800 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Health ........ $8,775 
Jaws Technologies Inc., Calgary, 

Computers 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, 

EdUuCATION wicehsrvsseatwocgedetinn acchanicd: $700,000 
Discoverware Inc., Calgary, Computers ..... $37,500 
Compusoft Canada Inc., Edmonton, 

COMMIPUNE NS 3. cce.secseutia vecersscsectaneesete Miao, $75,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, High Tech .. $9,450 
Red Flame Hot Tap Services Ltd., Red Deer, 

ENCIQY Sisveilescmnetiserscenaniieavaviendeactees $37,500 
Mrf Geosystems Corp, Calgary, Computers $37,500 
Cgg Canada Services Ltd., Calgary, 

High Tehisiitacian.acnaan aetna $37,500 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Agriculture $15,120 


$37,500 
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Moneystream Services Inc., Calgary, 


HIQHHICCHY anette cstone cet eed teeniats $75,000 
Patchgear.Com Inc., Calgary, Apparel. ...... $37,500 
Calgary Millwork Ltd, Calgary, 

Manufacturing ......cccsccsssecssscsssecesnesssees $60,000 
Windship Aviation Ltd., Edmonton, 

Marketing .cis:czcanctisceentlideat ead $112,500 
European Cheesecake Factory Ltd., Sherwood 

Park, Business .... $37,500 
Sorel Environmental Sciences Ltd., Calgary, High 

A (clei ee apeaenrrieeyeemenorer terre comepictrer rere tree $22,500 


Le Centre Culturel Marie Anne Gaboury 
D’edmonton, Edmonton, Computers ........ $37,500 

Imperial Rubber & Urethane Corp., Nisku, 
Equipment. a: tsane kan ek $37,500 


Transfeeder Inc., Olds, Agriculture ... $37,500 
Cgg Canada Services Ltd., Calgary, 

High TeCh ......ssssssecssseesseeessneessneensneeesens $37,500 
Malans Innovations Ltd, Calgary, 

HighTech isst.s::.secnscctadanecsareaele $37,500 
Sorel Environmental Sciences Ltd., Calgary, 

Environment 10/6, ......ccssssssssseseeesesseee $37,500 


Infocast Canada Corp, Calgary, Electronic, $75,000 
Infocast Canada Corp, Calgary, Computers $75,000 
New Era Nutrition Inc., Edmonton, 

High Tech snduiantinayleasn asi raiee $75,000 
Jaws Technologies Inc., Calgary, Computers$37,500 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, High Tech $500,000 
University Technologies International Inc., Calgary, 

Highilech fis hecveecet vec esdacis $500,000 
Alberta Agriculture Food & Rural Development 

Edmonton, Agriculture .........ccseccsseeen $125,425 
Northern Alberta Development Council, Peace River, 

AQP CUIIURE. cscs: cian cscerenserecrnsccnanentte $125,000 
Alberta Innovation & Science, Edmonton, Forestry & 

LOGGING rect das ec he rett dek dienes $400,000 
Northern Alberta Development Council, Peace River, 

Edlication: sina ss anita tan dane $125,000 
Et! Chemspec Analytical Ltd, O/A Enviro-Test L 

Edmonton, High Tech $75,000 
Tartan Controls Inc., Edmonton, High Tech . $37,500 
Cybercom Systems Inc., Edmonton, 


COMPULETS oo... eessssesssseesssescssneessnecesneeesses $37,500 
Yess Entrepreneur Enterprises Institute, Calgary, 

BUSINGSS occa tscta Se chcava aime nwnavee $2,500 
Alberta Garment Manufacturing Company Ltd., 

Calgary, Manufacturing... $37,500 
Malans Automation Ltd, Calgary, Forestry & 

LOQGING, sees. ccerviedartadearincdent teaseeteseld $37,500 
Economic Development Edmonton, Edmonton, 

BUSHINGS! eiecituc a cvcsicavoctsnseda nacre vdss $2,500 


Codefast.Com Inc., Calgary, High Tech ...... $37,500 
Pulmonox Medical Corp, Edmonton, 


Health's v.02 AS SES SARA, $37,500 
International Assoc For Public Participation, Banff, 

BUSINESS ......sscesseessessscecseesssecssecsseesseesseens $15,000 
The Calgary Zoological Society, Calgary, 

R6S@QICH wsiicrveeretviorituarbnhacediaineves $37,500 
Governor General's Canadian Study Conference 

2000, Edmonton, Business ............0.00 $20,000 


Lincoln Tech Corp, Edmonton, Computers .. $37,500 
Acoustic Positioning Research (Apr) Inc., Edmonton, 


High TeGh vwitecus Aver anaraucnce $37,500 
Cgg Canada Services Ltd., Calgary, 
Highilechisnwieeniianusyeinaeeitiaal. $37,500 
Alberta Science & Tech Leadership, Calgary, High 
TCH ies acsescceninten sh created aveveaveatens tater $5,000 
Solar Energy Society of Canada Inc., Edmonton, 
EM@rgy: sens. cecestrs Sacks aeatattee: $3,000 


Western Economic Diversification 


Foothills Computer & Learning Centre Inc., Okotoks, 


COMmpulers sinh. ean $37,500 
Amusement Leisure Equipment Ltd., Calgary, Service 

INd sien ent sahara: $37,500 
Chevallier Geo-Con Ltd., Rocky Mountain House, 

Communications .......0...:sssssesseseeeseeees $37,500 
University of Lethbridge, Research............. $20,000 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce, Calgary, 

BUSINGSSicieCoeaccasecvecsuc tee sadahtladeaates $7,000 
Alberta Chambers of Commerce, Calgary, 

BUSINESS .....eecsssteseessseceessneseesnnecesssneeeees $10,000 
Johnson Systems Inc., Calgary, 

Manufacturing ......ccssseccssecssecsseessnesssees $37,500 
Phasys Ltd, Edmonton, Computers ............. $37,500 
Economic Development Edmonton, Edmonton, High 

Tech $3,000 
Acton Consulting Ltd., Edmonton, 

Setvice Ind). sncenvrahvac cannes $37,500 
Knowledge@Work Innovative Ideas, Calgary, High 

TeGhistrecnasassnan nami eatl antes $40,000 


University of Alberta, Edmonton, High Tech $10,000 
Kinnikinnick Foods Inc., Edmonton, 


AQMiCUIUPG:22...222.tscniscccstseceterlete uct $75,000 
Fortius Inc, Calgary, High Tech .............0++ $37,500 
Fortius Inc, Calgary, High Tech .............0+ $37,500 
Jentel Manufacturing Ltd., Calgary, 

Manufacturing ......c.cssccssecsssecssecssnescsees $37,500 
Great North Communications Ltd., Edmonton, 

Communications ........c0cssseccsseecssecssneessees $37,500 
Plan:Net 2000 Ltd & Benconsult Inc., Calgary, 

Service Id: :Jac.csiscctencatiivecicaseerctiss $37,500 
Advanis Inc., Edmonton, Computers ........... $75,000 
Cytovax Biotechnologies Inc., Edmonton, 

Health uutiusiadivcias desea iis $75,000 
Primeline Medical Products Inc., Edmonton, 

Manufacturing ......ccssccssecsssecsseessseessees $37,500 
Elite Technical Inc., Lethbridge, 

Manufacturing ......c.csccsescssecssseessneecsees $37,500 
Alberta Environment Edmonton, 

Environment $225,000 
Pacific Northwest Economic Region, Edmonton, 

Trad6 se trevaevee bed eseentietnuy teats $2,000 
Alberta Environment Edmonton, 

ENVirONMeNt oo... cesses eescesessessesessteseesees $400,000 
Alberta Energy & Utilities Board, Edmonton, 

ENGIOY 3s... seetccisrnen cra tncrets aeons $500,000 
The Norfolk Group, Calgary, Service Ind ... $37,500 
Canadian Labour Market & Productivity Centre, 

Ottawa, High TECH .......csccssessssecssseessees $25,000 
Knowledge Channel Corp, Edmonton, 

GOMPULeTS 20. eat sanseediensleraawiccennecies $37,500 
Knowledge Channel Corp, Edmonton, 

COMmpUiers ss AA. edness we SARA $75,000 
Sheraton Business Forms Ltd., Calgary, 

COMpUIETS «6... hel eens $37,500 
Maltais Associates Surveyors Ltd., Hinton, 

HIGH TECH secsecaenia deeded dace $75,000 
L’Assoc Canadienne-Francaise De Lalberta, 

Edmonton, BUSINESS ........ccscssseessseecssneessees $6,000 
Metacom (2000) Corp, Edmonton, 

High Tech 4.0. 1.tc.i teed canuiiies $75,000 
Advanced Heavy Equipment & Safety Training 

Group, Edmonton, Service Ind .............. $37,500 
Advanced Heavy Equipment & Safety Training 

Group, Edmonton, Service Ind ..............- $37,500 


Led Smart Inc., Edmonton, High Tech.......... $75,000 
Quadrus Development Inc., Calgary, 

HIGH TECH i) ietesn osha a ede $37,500 
Foremost Ind Inc., Calgary, Service Ind ..... $37,500 


Cataalliance, Calgary, High Tech................ $5,000 
Alberta Aerospace Assoc, Edmonton, Service $5,000 
Codefast.Com Inc., Calgary, Computers ..... $75,000 
Raydan Manufacturing Ltd., Nisku, 


Manufacturing ......cccssccssscsssecssecssneecsees $75,000 
Vital Telecom (A Division of Anamja Ltd.), Edmonton, 
High Teh :esfsssiothineaangautlvat eats $37,500 


The Gridlink Corp, Calgary, High Tech....... $37,500 
Rural Education & Development, Edmonton, 


AQHICUIRUNE:® 22s.) Scar cecontistecdistedese hh Ses $3,119 
David Higgins Holdings Ltd. O/A Gray Interfaces, 
Calgary, Electronic .......ccccsscecssseccssnescssees $37,500 


Pro-Cad Software Ltd., Calgary, Computers $75,000 
David Higgins Holdings Ltd. O/A Gray Interfaces, 


Calgary, Electronic oo... $37,500 
Geoarctic International Services Ltd., Calgary, High 

Teh yashekeeseset alten: cents caren ty $37,500 
Quality Council Institute of Alberta, Edmonton, 

BUSINGSS'+sc2g-;ccetisshnneetinetenn aod $5,000 
Tws Engineering Ltd., Edmonton, 

High TeCH .......sssesseessseecssesersneessneessneesees $37,500 
Weatherall Inc., Okotoks, Service Ind............ $3,750 
Foremost Ind Inc., Calgary, Manufacturing . $37,500 
Noteable! Inc., Calgary, Computers ............ $75,000 
Management Information Group (St. Albert) Ltd., St. 

Albert, Computers .......ccccseccssecssecssneeen $37,500 
Sunnybrook Welding & Machine Shop Ltd., 

Sunnybrook, High Tech .........:ceceseeseee $37,500 
Management Information Group (St. Albert) Ltd., St. 

Albert, Computers .......cccsseccsseecssecssneeen $75,000 
Smoky Lake Veterinary Clinic, Smoky Lake, High 

TO Ch cies tess Santis ec taensealacduerlinnaeds $37,500 
Tri-Vision Geosystems Ltd., Calgary, 

Health c4.2tanlisathestnleatdeanintes $37,500 
Prefersoft Solutions Canada Inc., Calgary, 

High Tech \iwciif. wan lected $37,500 


Pultronex Corp, Nisku, Manufacturing ........ $37,500 
Alberta BioTech Assoc, Calgary, High Tech .. $5,000 
Teamwave Software Ltd., Calgary, 


COMPUIETS 2 eis. ied. $22,500 
Demé& Side Solutions Inc, Calgary, 

ElGCH ORIG: 2h iseceoaseeatssacts tacteesineetins’ $37,500 
Alberta Chambers of Commerce, Edmonton, Service 

Lis Wpheepeercasee cptrcetacercaeeren eeecaereaset $7,500 
Intelligene Expressions, Inc. Edmonton, 

HIGH TeChis, cn tirestetecteen ace ents $37,500 
Kc Environmental Group Ltd., Edmonton, Environ- 

Mehibsesteher se.cee shoo hon ter hs Sale $75,000 
Canadian Council For Small Business & Entreprenu, 

Calgary, Service Ind............0 $12,000 
Hedy Canada, Calgary, High Tech ............ $37,500 


Treaty Seven Cfdc, Tsuu Tina, Service Ind .. $3,000 
L’Assoc Canadienne-Francaise De Lalberta, 


Edmonton, Service Ind $50,000 
The Canadian Assoc For The World, Calgary, 
ENGNG .exiisstehectestcsossthecedteniaeks $100,000 


University of Calgary, Calgary, Service Ind $20,000 
The Western Orthopaedic & Arthritis Research 


Calgary, Service INd .......cccsesseecseens $300,000 
Alberta Infrastructure, Edmonton, 

Service ING 2.stciensstdsncsehconaserceRisthionass $60,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, 

Service IND ss. dscssscceiscenenlideastedee $700,000 


University of Calgary, Calgary, Service .... $200,000 


Northern Alberta Development Council, Gr&e Prairie, 


SERVICE IAG crs. .dis2asvcseedereeancnndncaes $20,000 


Tenet Medical Engineering, Inc Calgary, Manufac- 
HINT iad re cos ce aratadenr ate ieteetai cee $37,500 


University of Calgary, Calgary, Service Ind$150,000 
Calgary Research & Development Authority On 

Behalf, Calgary, Service Ind .............+ $337,500 
Economic Development Edmonton On Behalf, 

Edmonton, Service Ind ...t..ceceeseee $337,500 
Institute of Health Economics, Edmonton, 

Service Ind .... $100,000 
Cel Corp, Edmonton, Service Ind .... $150,000 
Alberta Motion Picture Ind Assoc, Edmonton, Service 


IN aestnstitenl aot eat iene, $175,000 
Calgary Research & Development Authority, Calgary, 
High Tech sii eta Goncinnntaesagen: $491,942 


Innovative Magnetic Resonance Imaging Systems 

Inc., Calgary, Service Ind . Cond/Rep - $700000, 
Mount Royal College, Calgary, Service Ind .. $3,194 
Compusoft Canada Inc., Edmonton, 


High TeCH ......sssssssecesseesneeersneessneeesneeesees $75,000 
Peace River School Division No. 10, Peace River, 
HIGH TECH weds enduennnctawicdedan $100,000 
Gismo Solutions Ltd., Edmonton, 
High Tech n7a.vaianvankietieiis $37,500 
Spectrum Design & Drafting Studios Ltd., Didsbury, 
High Tech .... .. $37,500 
Bioware Corp., Edmonton, High Tech ........ $37,500 
Business Development Centre (Alberta) Foundation, 
St. Albert, Service INd occas $175,485 
Alberta Cattle Feeders’ Assoc, Calgary, 
AQMiCUItlire ss. estat ecieaSichet Ann $75,000 
Employabilities Society of Alberta, Edmonton, Service 
ie Beteonemerattecdre deyrceeetterr coer nrac $50,000 
Lethbridge Community College, Lethbridge, 
AQUACUIEUNE::..ecccstsscssecnvecccseccvarsseevcisvstedese $2,250 
Hars Systems Inc. & Vip International Corp, Calagry, 
High Teh? ident aa waa ierancieais $75,000 
Alberta Pork Producers Development Corp, 
Edmonton, Agriculture .........ccscssccssecssees $75,000 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Business .. $20,000 
Olds College, Olds, Business ............::0+ $20,000 


Mrf Geosystems Corp, Calgary, High Tech . $75,000 
Montage It Services Inc., Edmonton, 


High Teh sissiscscissiccetsrcdsscnustaasucteuastiers $37,500 
Montage It Services Inc., Edmonton, 

High Tech ......cessessseesssecsseesseesteesteeseeeseees $12,569 
Alberta Research Council Inc., Edmonton, 

RESGAI Chis? 2.-secosastaeactiectusntettencotets $141,250 


denubestimhe trier sa: ee teerese ss Cond/Rep - $158750, 
P&a Systems Inc., Calgary, Software........... $37,500 
Triton Manufacturing Inc., Calgary, Metal 


Fabrication o.oo $37,500 
Image Interpretation Technologies Inc., Calgary, High 
Te Chisavtecninteaen a canaaaatiiadies $112,500 


Infratech Corp, Whitecourt, Manufacturing ... $37,500 
Infratech Corp, Whitecourt, High Tech.......... $75,000 
Edmonton Community Loan Fund Corp, Edmonton, 
SeIviCe ING: caednsecare tees $50,000 
sect anterde ck see nthes Cond/Rep - $200000 
Alberta Agriculture Food & Rural Development, 


Edmonton, Agriculture .........ccceccsseeen $125,000 
Red Deer Chamber of Commerce, Red Deer, 
Service IN. sciedeceicsesdscieteessleselesalecelecalecs $15,000 


British Columbia 
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Lanarc Consultants Ltd., Nanaimo, 


Environment .......ccscsssececssseeseeseseessnes $37,500 
Economic Development Assoc of B.C., Vernon, 
Service Ind w:..taneini eae $2,500 


Western Economic Diversification 


Simon Fraser University - Institute of Fisheries A, 


Burnaby, EN@rgy .......scccssescsseecsecsseessees $5,000 
Business Development Bank of Cda, Vancouver, 

BUSINGSS: zecs.ladectvsdtanves.deansensiacclanees $3,051 
Phase Tech Inc, Richmond, Energy ........... $37,500 
Jastram Engineering Ltd., North Vancouver, 

Manufacturing ......cccsseccssscssscsseessneecsees $37,500 
Cobalt Mediaworks Inc., Vancouver, 

GOMPULETS 52. ecevedeccspecenbennadchcsuecdsietieds $37,500 
Re-Con Building Products Inc., Abbotsford, 

COnStUCHION ......cecseesseecsecstecseecseees R - $1250000, 
Con-Space Communications Ltd., Richmond, 

Manufacturing ......cccssseccssecssecssescsseecsees $37,500 
York House School Foundation, Vancouver, 

Education ascac8 actkvite niacneatideas $7,500 
Century Pacific Foundry Ltd., Surrey, 

Manufacturing ......ccssccssecssecssecssneessees $37,500 
Webtech Wireless Inc., Burnaby, 

Manufacturing ......cccssecsssesssecssseessneecsees $37,500 
Webtech Wireless Inc., Burnaby, 

Manufacturing ......cccssssescssecsssecssnesssees $37,500 
Money Minders Financial Services Inc., Kelowna, 

Service ING: scccessecshsssccveietedeetascdveveecs $37,500 
Hugh Hamilton Ltd, North Vancouver, Forestry & 

LOGGING sic eciesecccesenceviena derenssseneseoceda dics $37,500 


Polynova Ind Inc., Richmond, Computers ... $37,500 
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, Various, High 


TeCh aia itecian ete Banaras $36,000 
Steveston Seafood Auction Inc., Richmond, Service 

[Ne beoeemeerepetoen eats amasrtatarnennece $37,500 
Race Face Components Inc., New Westminster, 

Marketing visser edavcctvorteaatectdacs $37,500 
A\ Nazarali & Associates Inc., Vancouver, 

High Tech: s.cicdaied. tan dasaanies $37,500 
New Media Development Centre, Vancouver, 

Researchisiactiecvieeietede carn $2,800,000 
Lightyear Technologies Inc., North Vancouver, 

Manufacturing ......cccssscssecsssecsssesssneessees $75,000 
Interior Science Innovation Council (Isic), Kamloops, 

Business .... $1,000 
Exi Technologies Inc. & Exi Wireless Systems Inc, 

Richmond, High Tech .........secccseesseeee $75,000 
Univeristy of British Columbia, Vancouver, 

ROSGArCH c.ccsecstectsvvtcidsyrsdettrad cores ait $20,000 
Okanagan University College, Salmon Arm, 

ROSCSICN a2: stenctutecetuss.craircitieenctnies $20,000 
Okanagan University College, Salmon Arm, 

RESGArCh gah. ecsotcster tect ecedccccassiutls $20,000 
Okanagan University College, Salmon Arm, 

ROS@arGN sicttocet cxntavcncutsscrtettecettocanin $20,000 
South Okanagan Urban Native Delegation Society, 

Penticton, EGUCAtION ...0.....eeeesseteecseeeeeeeeeee $2,000 
Pacific Corridor Enterprise Council, Vancouver, 

Transportation .......scccccssecssessssecssnescsees $250,000 
Harmony Integrated Systems Corp., Vancouver, 

High TeCh ........sssessseessseersneeesseesneeeesneeees $37,500 
Tradebytes Data Corp., Vancouver, 

High TeCh assiscsuentiveel van hediiness $37,500 
New Media Development Centre, Vancouver, 

Service Id oo. eessetescsstessssseeseeseeeeseeeee $1,200,000 
Direct Equipment West Ltd., Langley, 

Marketing .......sccccsseecssseecsssecssnecsssesssnesssnes $37,500 
Purity Water Treatment Products Inc., Surrey, 

Marketing $37,500 
Dreamweavers Internet Inc., Vancouver, 

Marketing sce sceatorvenad tenn teccnsenns $75,000 
Unisoft Systems Inc., West Vancouver, 

Business .... $37,500 


Tactex Controls Inc., Victoria, Computers .... $37,500 


Al Nazarali & Associates Inc., Vancouver, 
High Techiveictcidaecisanitsienmanceten $37,500 
Italian Chamber of Commerce of British Columbia, 
Vancouver, BUSINESS .........ccssscesseeesseecsees $37,500 
Biota Natural Products Inc., Port Coquitlam, 
Chemicals. cctv ccecovaeensvenaneciiadens $37,500 
Canadian Environment Industry Assoc, Vancouver, 
Marketing 22:00: 2eraaseeene teil ertansecetnact $975 
Alliance of Manufacturers & Exporters Canada, 
Vancouver, BUSINESS .......ceecesesseesseeseeeees $5,000 
Media Web Solutions Inc., Kamloops, 
COMPUIETS cra cisiecciacdtac hams $75,000 
Ethno Business Council of B.C., Vancouver, 
Marketing .......sccccseccsseecssecsssesssnsecssesssnees $1,500 


Myco Marketing Corp, Richmond, Marketing$37,500 
AscAvcan Systems Corp, Vancouver, 


High Tech ......sseesseesseesseesessseesees Rep - $500000, 
Mpm Engineering Ltd., Langley, Forestry & 

LOGGING ccccScecsciits eeccc seco trencsststetonasiageciye $37,500 
Community Futures Development Assoc of B.C., 

Richmond, Education .........c.csccsecssesseeneee $2,500 
Vancity Capital Corp, Vancouver, 

GOVEMMENE isco ceceehvrecvecseiviciveche se $600,000 
Pacific Coast Savings Credit Union, Victoria, 

GOVEMMENE oo... esses esses ees $600,000 
Vancity Capital Corp, Vancouver, 

GOVEFNMENE ......seessescssecssecssscsstecseesseesee $100,000 
Pacific Coast Savings Credit Union, Victoria, 

GOVEFNMENL ......sesssecsssscsseesseesseessessseeaee $100,000 
Fraser Basin Council Society, Vancouver, 

ENvirOMMent ........sccsscccseecseecsecseeseesseens $40,000 
Rescan Environmental Services Ltd., Vancouver, 

High Techis:cicsiltinudeceriondnases $37,500 
Mainframe Entertainment Inc., Vancouver, 

COMPUTETS sarees. dese areteiiavesleceant ietess $75,000 
The Vancouver Board of Trade West Vancouver, 

GOVEMMENE ites. e2ccccsssastusctstateeeta laces. $250,000 
Savage Solutions Ltd., Nelson, Computers . $37,500 


Impact Communications Ltd., Abbotsford, 


High TeGh sscccsssescrsieseidectbuciesenssscseensieravess $15,000 
Community Futures Development Assoc of B.C., 

Vancouver, BUSINESS ..........:.00 Rep - $500000, 
Sustainable Cities Foundation, Vancouver, 

ENnvirOMMent ........sccsscccseessescsecstecseeesseens $37,500 
Sunbrite Business Assoc, Richmond, 

BUSHINGS victicdveercchvcteseaxeenuirieaataveniers $2,500 
Canadian Home & Micro Business Federation, 

Victoria, BUSINESS .........ccssccesseesseecseesseeseeesees $995 
Stardiamond Tools Inc., Tsawwassen, 

High Teh) :-cvsssisetsleancctsteranisans $22,500 
Canadian Institute of Tourism & Electronic Comme, 

Vancouver, High TECH ........sccsscsssecssneeese $2,500 
Vancouver Board of Trade Vancouver, 

BUSinGSS sce. ccesatentieratsccae eatelectlees $1,000 
Fusion Bio-Pharm Inc., Abbotsford, 

Chemical se:.sccca eles luchercdven deans $37,500 
National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, 

Vancouver, EUCATION oo... $10,000 
Maddocks Systems Inc., Langley, 

Transportation ........sccscssecsssecssseecsseeesseees $37,500 
Maddocks Systems Inc., Langley, 

Transportation ........cccscsecsssecssescsneesseee $75,000 
Ktunaxa/Kinbasket Tribal Council, Cranbrook, 

BUSINESS .......scsssessssecssessssessscssecssesseeesseeaes $5,000 
Pacific Destinations Services Inc., Vancouver, 

SOMNVICE ING gs seccotietan tee cieceniccect $37,500 
Okanagan-Similkameen Cfdc, Penticton, 

EQUATION ooo. esscestessesseesseseeseeseeseeeee $2,500 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, 

BUSINESS :-4..2c2s\:2caSieetisiincnaeeuieeds $75,000 


First Logic Multimedia Inc., Quesnel, Forestry & 
LOOgING secdtah eke Aina daan ladys $37,500 


British Columbia 
Fiscal year 1998-1999 


Stb Investor Software Inc., Surrey, 


Manufacturing ......cccssscssecssecsseccsneessses $37,500 
Radical Entertainment, Ltd. Vancouver, 

Computers *i22..citi. nto RAS $75,000 
Business Development Bank of Cda, Vancouver, 

HIG. TOGN. seieisvadedensstdecatesrerauntateaieenants $1,017 
Business In Vancouver, Vancouver, 

BUSINESS: socsuvscveteviesareleuaiernsiactieneds $2,500 
Marcon Metalfab Inc., Richmond, 

IGM TECH s.sseevssocctsesterects secs derieestegesses $37,500 
Science Council of British Columbia, Kelowna, High 

TO CH cicestevatsinsctesocshorsasveatottiaataccortuarecton’ $1,000 
International Thermal Research Ltd., Richmond, 

Marketing 4: sscssicdieed anda $37,500 
D.G.V. Engineering Services Ltd., Nanaimo, 

AONIGUIULE: secscstsdcsanstebettionsincsdnicres $37,500 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, 

RESE@aI Clits cascade trsedvac kate $200,000 
Centre For Policy Research On Science & Technolo, 

Vancouver, Education $18,000 
Access West Recycling Corp, ; 

Marketing .ccecfste2cieriecsstanntiesantl iets $37,500 
Tomco Woood Products Ltd., Kamloops, 

Marketing. ..c.sssiccwsesacervsecstieccecavdceest $37,500 
Derwent Extreme Technologies Inc., Langley, 

COMPULETS .....seecsseescsseesssescssneesssecesseeesses $37,500 
Canadian Theatre Products Ltd., North Vancouver, 

Heaths: antes-erctsivacicsctaccentunealatnceett $37,500 
Sterling Networks Ltd., Vancouver, 

Computers actesteniad nck CARER. $22,500 
Science Council of British Columbia, Burnaby, 

ENVIPONMENE oo ..scesscscssessstesstesstesseecsecseeens $1,000 
Vancouver Economic Development Society, 

Vancouver, BUSINESS .........ccssscecsseesseecsees $59,400 
Coincard International Inc., Victoria, 

Transportation ........sccccsscsssecssseecssseesseees $37,500 
BcAdvanced Systems Institute Foundation, 

Vancouver, Service INd .......secesseesseesseessees $3,000 
Pacific Music Industry Assoc, Vancouver, 

SennviCE IN. 2s.ccercalccaedeccrowecteny.weedhe $2,500 
Bri Biopharmaceutical Research Inc., Burnaby, 

ENVirONMENt .......cesscccstecssecssecsseesseesseessees $75,000 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, 

Research... 


Council of Tourism Ass : : 

NOUNS .fovtecitciente cxciciwcazc beets $2,500 
Simon Fraser Universi 

Research oo... $20,000 
Simon Fraser Universi 

RESGArCH shes ilccittia da nota nteceaueaseneats $20,000 


Central Okanagan Cfdc, Kelowna, Education $3,000 
Cfdc of South Fraser, Abbostford, Education . $2,500 
Howe Sound Cfdc, Whistler, Equipment ........ $2,500 
Nicola Valley Cfdc, Merritt, Service Ind ......... $2,000 
North Fraser Cfdc, Abbotsford, Business ...... $3,000 
Brookdale International Systems Inc., Vancouver, 


Manufacturing ......c...ssccssescsseecssecssneeess $112,500 
Inl& Glass & Aluminum Ltd., Kamloops, 

HIGh Tech vate ainniaviauduaeiadaincie $37,500 
Info Touch Technologies Corp, Burnaby, 

7011010 (cee $75,000 
White Rock Film International Ltd., Vancouver, 

SOMviCG IN sac. scoiseerasniercnirhetieines $37,500 
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Imasco Minerals Inc., Surrey, B.C. 


MININg@ a. hess ai tiedGasudtnatnowides $75,000 
Institute For Pacific Ocean Science & Tech West 

Vancouver, Service INd .......scccscecseecseesee $64,000 
Peace-Liard Cfdc, Various - Northern, 

BUSINGSS: ia ficcnivs Aare anand $4,000 
Cost Plus Computer Solutions Ltd., Vancouver, 

COMPUNETS 1.2 cescrctsvatesteanstrecnstecrtaneoss $75,000 
Aquaculture Assoc of Canada, Victoria, 

BUSINGSS. ofeesceiectcsdtenteccdeatenits.devanaad: $2,595 
Versatech Products Inc., Richmond, 

Manufacturing ........cssccseccssecsssecssneecsees $37,500 
Think Communications, Langley, Business .... $2,999 
Ph. 3 Services, Victoria, Service Ind........... $22,500 
Oceanetic Measurement (1989) Ltd, Sidney, 

Manufacturing .... $37,500 


Coincard International Inc., ; 

Manufacturing ......ccccsccssecssecsssecssneessses $75,000 
Global Village Consulting Inc., Vancouver, 

COMpUIErS ¥..332).. endian $37,500 
Vigil Health Management Inc., Victoria, 

Healthc. decn0..2tandatcantavenn anus $75,000 
Envision Sustainability Tools Inc., Vancouver, 

COMPUTE LS fetes tecassheaseedsctentsied Garless $37,500 
Ram-Tech Services Ltd., Delta, 

Manufacturing ......c..sscsssecssecsssecssneesseee $37,500 


Vancouver Economic Development Society, 
Vancouver - Eastside, Service Ind........ $151,500 
Neurokinetics Health Srvices (Bc) Inc., Vancouver, 


Service IN .o.sccescccssccsscesssesssesseesseesseesseens $37,500 
B.C. Salmon Farmers Assoc, Vancouver, 

BISHING 2 yscscceteactteea teat eaaecenntacres $3,700 
Central Interior First Nations Cfdc, Kamloops, Service 

lid serieaannet tee pete $2,000 
Pacific Meta Ventures Corp, Burnaby, 

High Tech: sia... atacand $75,000 
Centre For Policy Research On Science & Technolo, 

Vancouver, RES@arCh .....cseeseeseesseseeseesees $1,000 
Beacon Hill Systems Inc., Victoria, 

High Tech) sisiicad. aia ian aint retain $37,500 


Pacific Bronze Ltd., Langley, Manufacturing $37,500 
Precix Advanced Cutting Technologies, Surrey, 

Manufacturing ......ccssscssecssecsssecssneessses $37,500 
Pacific Corridor Enterprise Council, Vancouver, 

SeLViCE ING 5 cgesceedcaiecd terednbace vee $100,000 
Centre For Policy Research On Science & Technolo, 

VANCOUVEr, ThE wo... esses $1,000 
Stuart-Nechako Cfdc, V&erhoof, Tourism....... $2,000 
Okanagan-Similkameen Cfdc, Penticton, 

BUSINESS vassixiedvctitecinsndaniedd $2,000 
North Okanagan Cfdc, Vernon, Business ...... $2,500 
Howe Sound Cfdc, Whistler, Service Ind....... $1,500 
Igt Pharma Inc., Vancouver, Manufacturing . $37,500 
Simon Fraser University, Vancouver, 


ROSCAICH .oeeeseescccscesesssessessesssessessteseenens $20,000 
Red-Tail Information Technologies Inc., Kelowna, 
Service INd .oe.esseeeeccssessesseeeeessneeseseneeeees $37,500 
Design Maintenance Systems Inc., North Vancouver, 
SGIVICE ING Ss. nrc teetiiareseees pins $37,500 
Quantitative Imaging Corp, Port Coquitlam, 
Manufacturing .... 
Eduventure Learning Corp, Vancouver, 
Educations:ivuisadaadaivannde ats $37,500 


Cfdc of South Fraser, Langley, Service Ind ... $2,000 
Nadina Cfdc, Smithers, Houston, 


Setviceilnd st:ss.sea nsw cals $2,000 
Cfdc of The Southeast Region of BC, Cranbrook/ 

Castlegar, Forestry & Logging ............:+ $4,000 
Kryton International Inc., Vancouver, 

Manufacturing ......c.ssccsssecssecssseessneessees $37,500 


Padtech Ind Ltd., Delta, Manufacturing ........ $37,500 
General Technologies Corp, North Vancouver, 


Manufacturing ......c.ssscccsssecssscsssecssneessees $37,500 
Alliance Woodcraft Manufacturing Inc., Surrey, 
Manufacturing ......cccssesssecssecssseessnesssees $37,500 
Dbc Marine Safety Systems Ltd., Richmond, 
Manufacturing ......cccsscccssecsssecsssecssseessees $37,500 
Ultracare Laboratories Inc., Vancouver, Manufactur- 
ING 2A csseastrelonadeoninii fad tedueenNae $37,500 
Kelsan Technologies Corp., North Vancouver, 
Manufacturing .........ssssesssecseeersneeesees $37,500 
Nova Pole International Inc., Vancouver, Manufactur- 
HG ra tivieculs eed aaa tee ceeleattte $75,000 
Vancouver Economic Development Society, 
Vancouver, Service INd ......c.cccescesesees $80,000 
Science Council of British Columbia, Burnaby, 
Manufacturing ......c..sccccssecssecssecssnesssseees $5,000 
Precision Biochemicals Inc., Vancouver, Manufactur- 
ING) Statice alan aceon $37,500 
Mitroflow International Inc., Richmond, 
Manufacturing ......cccssccssecssscssecssnesssees $75,000 
Mitroflow International Inc., Richmond, 
Manufacturing ......ccsssccssecssecssesssnesssees $37,500 
Atticus Resource Consulting Ltd., Coquitlam, Forestry 
BLOGGING: -eeserscccnsinsdtsesvectiaclndtsctentye $37,500 
Mpm Engineering Ltd., Langley, 
Manufacturing ......c.csscccsssscssscsssecssneessees $37,500 
Forefront Releasing Inc. & Forefront Entertainme, 
Vancouver, Service INd wu... $37,500 
Whites Manufacturing Ltd., Sannichton, 
Manufacturing ......cccssscssecsssscssecssnescsees $75,000 
Community Futures Development Assoc of B.C., 
Kelowna, Service Ind ......c.sscecssecsseessees $5,000 
Sicom Ind Ltd., Surrey, Computers ............. $75,000 
Canada China Business Council, Vancouver, 
BUSINESS s..2eileteeUhteticdiavenhd $500 
Bc L&scape & Nursery Assoc, Surrey, Forestry & 
LOOGING esiscictctiss canes teeranccontaccanarntense $37,500 


Akhurst Machinery Ltd., Delta, Service Ind . $37,500 
Kelsan Technologies Corp., North Vancouver, 


Manufacturing ......cccssccssecssecsssesssneecsees $37,500 
Galt-Western Personnel Ltd., Vancouver, 

Service INd voices $75,000 
Knelson Concentrators, Langley, Mining ..... $37,500 
Tri-M Systems Inc., Coquitlam, 

Manufacturing ......cccsecsssscssscssecssneecsees $37,500 
Knelson Concentrators, Langley, 

Manufacturing ......c..sscsssscsssecsssecssneessees $75,000 
Ze Powergroup Inc., Richmond, 

Manufacturing ......c.ssseccssecssecsssecssnescsees $75,000 
Quester Tangent Corp, Sidney, High 

TOCH sects eatisusonteel leat cots nano ionals $37,500 
Ze Powergroup Inc., Richmond, 

Manufacturing ......cccssccsecsssscssseessneecsees $75,000 
Bc Research Inc., Vancouver, High Tech ... $37,500 
Forum For International Trade Training, Calgary, 


lI: [0]; Maen ope een eer nen ee ei $5,000 
Summerl & Economic Development Services, 

Summerl&, Service INd uo... $1,000 
Promark Sourcing Inc., North Vancouver, 

AQMICUITULE rect. deeasechentavenaddeeanditen $37,500 
Skytrac Systems Ltd. Dba Datatrac Systems, 

Penticton, Manufacturing .......c.ssccsecee $37,500 
Transoft Solutions Inc., Richmond, High 

TOCH: etinet icacttuan tne esateatet $75,000 
Mrr Marine Resource Recovery Inc., Prince Rupert, 

Se@nvice IN. ercccdeoki cinchetestves eects $700,000 
Tri-M Systems Inc., Port Coquitlam, 

Manufacturing ......c.sscsssecsssscsssecssnesssees $37,500 


Burns Lake Native Development Corp, Burns Lake, 


Service Ind :.:. ct aivehciiseahcaariake $37,500 
Aci Advanced Cards International Corp, Vancouver, 

Manufacturing ......ccsscccsecsssecssseessnesssees $75,000 
Prism Engineering Ltd., Burnaby, 

Manufacturing ......ccsssecsssecssecssecssneecsees $37,500 
Orca Technologies International Inc., Victoria, 

COMPUNETS:.. 3 carces.szecstseasecntavteenieaneenns $75,000 
Yves Fine Foods Inc., Delta, Food 

PrOCOSSING!: 3s: beeeak econo ciel $37,500 
Funworks Toys & Gifts Inc., North Vancouver, 

ODOC. nr Atastelyeniateoi eran $37,500 
Guthrie Phillips Group Inc. (The), Vancouver, 

COMPUNE TS i. ceed cee Seacccensecgentteedstchins $75,000 
Akhurst Machinery Ltd., Delta, Forestry & 

LOGGING ...eesseecssecessees ... $37,500 


St. Paul's Hospital, Vancouver, 
Howe Sound Cfdc, Squamish, Service Ind ... $3,000 
Bca Industrial Controls (1995) Ltd, Surrey, 


Manufacturing ......ccssscccssscssecsssecssnescsees $37,500 
Vs Visual Statement Inc., Kamloops, 

Manufacturing ......ccsssssssecsssecssecesneessees $22,500 
Malaspina University-College, Nanaimo, 

ROSCAICH .o.eeseesccsscesesssessessesssesesseeseesens $12,506 
Tradeglobe Import & Export Inc., Vancouver, Service 

IGisst chaste ane ence Cece ol esns ce. 28 ae $37,500 
Native Investment & Trade Assoc, Vancouver, 

SOmvice ING seisecs.setessseceeasceh eed $5,000 
Hatfield Consultants Ltd., West Vancouver, 

High TeCH ......sssssssecesseeesseeeesneessneensneeesees $75,000 


Safe Software Inc., Surrey, Computers ....... $37,500 
Infranet Solutions Ltd., West Vancouver, 


High Tech :..isccrsalcesicdeenuedettucceaativers $75,000 
lllen Products Ltd., Vancouver, 
Manufacturing ......c.ssscsssscsssscsssecssneecsees $75,000 


Famous Events Ltd., Vancouver, Tourism ... $37,500 
Vanguard Plastics Ltd., Surrey, 


Manufacturing ......cc.csscssecsssecssecssnesesses $37,500 
B.C. Salmon Farmers Assoc, Vancouver, 

Fishing viewer wana aiada dhe wt alien $3,000 
Future Sea Technologies Inc., Nanaimo, 

Agriculture 
Padtech Ind Ltd., Delta, Manufacturing ........ $37,500 
Vmac, A Division of Mangonel Corp Nanaimo, 

Manufacturing ......cccssccssecsssecssecssseessees $37,500 
Spatial Mapping Ltd., Prince George, Forestry & 

LOGGING s.) tc. eae atecantnvastocs $37,500 
AciAdvanced Cards International Corp, Vancouver, 

High TeCh ......ssssssssesesseeesseeessneessneersneeesens $75,000 


Apex Athletics Ltd., Victoria, Manufacturing .. $37,500 
Isl& Sea Farms Inc, Saltspring Isl, 


AQUACUIEUTE .....seecsetecssseesssecessseesseeesneeens $37,500 
Canadian Assoc of Research Libraries/ Associ, 
Victoria, RES@€rCh .......seeecseccsssecstecsseecsees $20,000 


Canadian Wood Council/ College of New Caledonia, 
Prince George, Forestry & Logging.......... $3,800 
Global Vision, Vancouver, Service Ind ........ $25,000 
Interna’l Federation of Bus. & Prof. Women, 
Vancouver, Service INd uot. $1,500 
Peerless Ltd, Penticton, Manufacturing ........ $37,500 
Nicola Valley Institute of Tech Merritt, 


RESOUICES viecievstccesitecosstecotalannacdeniiives $5,342 
Tradebytes Data Corp., Vancouver, 
Manufacturing ......c.sccssssecssecssseessneecsses $37,500 


Famous Events Ltd., Vancouver, Tourism ... $75,000 
Modern Logic Inc., Richmond, High Tech ... $37,500 
La Societe De Developpement Economique De La 


Colum, Vancouver, Trade ........cscccseceeee $385,580 
Unifiller Systems Inc., Richmond, 
Manufacturing ......c.cssecsssecssecsssecssneessees $75,000 
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Concord Consultants Ltd, Richmond, 
High TECH iasteccesevesterravieinaleenaice $37,500 
Economic DevelopmentAssoc of B.C., Various, 
SErviC6 ING) cccesreccstecaearccedveccecnsacies $1,000 
Blue World Information Tech Inc., Vancouver, High 
Tech $112,500 
Nxtphase Corp, Vancouver, Manufacturing $37,500 
Isl& Sea Farms Inc, Salt Spring Is! &, 


AQUACUIEUTE .......secssseessssccssecsssecesnesseses $250,000 
Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Tourism Assoc, Williams 

Lake, TOUPISM ou... $37,500 
A.L.I. Technologies Inc., Richmond, 

High: Tech? 2cic2. setae le PARAE $112,500 
Soilcon Laboratories Ltd., Richmond, 

High TOCH .......ssessseesesssessseeessseesneersneeess $37,500 
Firewall Forward Aero Engines, Inc. 

Sidney, Manufacturing .........scsccsescsseees $37,500 
Bc Salmon Marketing Council, Various, 

FISHING sisted tiscidndntsadecneis $75,000 
Dyment & Associates Marketing Ltd., Langley, 

Manufacturing ......ccccssscsssecsssecsssecssneessees $75,000 
Selkirk Financial Technologies Inc., Vancouver, High 

TOGH. ceschersticsasuenitebann stadia venice $75,000 
Innovative Circuit Tech Ltd., Surrey, 

HIQH TECH: a. .cs pcan attra $75,000 
Padtech Ind Ltd., Delta, High Tech............... $37,500 
Prince George Aboriginal Business Development 

Ass., Prince George, Service Ind ........... $75,000 
Kryton International Inc., Vancouver, 


Construction ....... $75,000 
2001 World Congress of Gerontology Society, 

Vancouver, Service Ind... $37,500 
Vancouver Board of Trade Vancouver, 

Service Ind? cst chine aces eencdnde $25,000 
Rbds Rubbish Boys Disposal Service Inc., 

Vancouver, Service Ind... $37,500 
Michael Trayler & Co. Ltd., Richmond, 

Manufacturing ......c..ssscccsecsssessecssneessees $37,500 
Reed Midem Organisation S.A., Vancouver, 

EqUCAtION sick ket iene $250,000 
lvl Technologies Ltd., Vancouver, 

Manufacturing ......cccssccssecssscssseessneeesees $75,000 


Famous Events Ltd., Vancouver, Tourism ... $37,500 
Herbon Naturals, Inc. Richmond, 
Manufacturing ......ccsssccssecsssscssecssneessees $37,500 
Sigma Technologies Inc., Sidney, Fishing, .. $75,000 
Intermedic Medical Systems, Victoria, 
HIgh Techiss.ii deesictian aden antic $37,500 
A.G.O. Environmental Electronics Ltd., Victoria, 
Service Ind $37,500 
Forefront Releasing Inc. & Forefront Entertainment, 
Vancouver, Service INd .......scccscesseecseeeee $75,000 
Singer Valve Inc., Surrey, Manufacturing .... $37,500 
Omega Biotech Corp, Sidney, 


Manufacturing ......ccsseccssecssecsssecssneessees $37,500 
Northwest Ecosystem Institute, Lantzville, Forestry & 

OQGING (tekstit sia cadence $37,500 
Eduventure Learning Corp, Vancouver, 

HIGH TOCh issue atecsctnectandieaiee. $37,500 


Jr Laboratories Inc., Burnaby, Environment $37,500 
Interlogic Engineering Ltd, Surrey, 


COMpUIETS 20. )o2eiedateena.cneiiie $75,000 
Precix Advanced Cutting Technologies, Surrey, 
High leChisciccnieactadiia cokes $37,500 
BcAdvanced Systems Institute Foundation, 
Vancouver, High TeCh .......sccsssssssecssseeene $1,500 
Cavendish Analytical Laboratory Ltd, Vancouver, 
ENVirOMMENt .......cscscsseecsssescsseesseeessneeens $37,500 


Facet Decision Systems Inc., Vancouver, 

HIgh T6Ch).:avtsscstaviauecnaiedancctendhas $75,000 
Jr Laboratories Inc., Burnaby, Agriculture ... $75,000 
Innovative Circuit Tech Ltd., Surrey, 


High Tech tiscetsticstssieecasneraslecteaieenss $75,000 
Glas Aire Ind Ltd., Vancouver, 
Transportation .......cccscsssesssecssseecssecsseees $37,500 


D.R. Systems Inc., Nanaimo, High Tech ..... $37,500 
Pba Engineering Ltd., Victoria, Computers .. $37,500 
Hydroxyl Systems Inc., Sidney, 


Environment 2.1.2. 2228s. Yeesthscavehianetisisatts $37,500 
Italian Chamber of Commerce of British Columbia, 

Vancouver, BC Trade ........ssescsseecssees Rep - $6900 
Tradex Foods Inc., Victoria, Trade............ $37,500 
Global Village Consulting Inc., Vancouver, 

HIGH TO Ch: 2esieirscec teria renner rant $37,500 
Al\ Nazarali & Associates Inc., Burnaby, 

Service Ind issz.scssn cael eendeteseilhs $37,500 
Al| Nazarali & Associates Inc., Burnaby, 

Service Id eceiasenscdeedeccheagaseien $37,500 
Asl Environmental Sciences Inc., Sidney, Service 

Lis hrseecenae ee emcteesternrecae rene eae ae $37,500 
Analytic Systems Ware (1993) Ltd., Surrey, 

Manufacturing ......ccssccssssecsssscssecssneeesees $37,500 
Rocky Mountain Bicycle Co. Ltd., A Division of Pro 

Delta; Trade +.5.:..:a8taaneeeai tien $37,500 
Computer-Tech Consultants Ltd., Sooke, 

Service Id .....ssecsseessssecsssesesseecsseecsseesses $75,000 


Tgi Technologies Ltd., Vancouver, Service . $75,000 
Women Entrepreneurs of Canada, Vancouver, 


BUSINGSS 61222. .ctertceeccrsacssconc eet caer $4,650 
Tds Technologies Inc., Delta, 

Manufacturing ......c.cscccsseccsseecssecssneeess $112,500 
Ei Education International Ltd., Victoria, 

High Teh si. strassnessteavatavetdeanasnves $37,500 


Vancouver International Strategic Services Ltd., 
Vancouver, Bc Marketing .... $75,000 
Rabbithutch BioTech Corp, 108 Mile Ranch, 


Manufacturing ......ccccsscsssecssecssecssneecsses $75,000 
Alliance of Manufacturers & Exporters Canada, 
Vancouver, Service INd wees $100,000 
Manitoba 


Fiscal year 1999-2000 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Business .. $3,500 
Spectroscopy 2000, Winnipeg, Health .......... $1,000 
Institute of Urban Studies, Winnipeg, 


Environment .......ccsscsseessssseesssseeeeseneeseeeee $1,500 
Abject Modernity Internet Creations Inc., Winnipeg, 

Marketing :s.. tects teaisicinctenccotescdantiacatts $75,000 
J.H. Hare & Associates Ltd., Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Marketing |s...ic.cAdaknatianiavadann $75,000 
Aiesec Manitoba, Winnipeg, Education............. $500 
Interprovincial Assoc on Native Employment, 

Winnipeg, BUSINESS ...........scccsseecsssecssseecssees $500 
Winnipeg Economic Development Corp, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba Software ........scescssssesssseeessseees $5,000 
Aboriginal Leadership Institute, Winnipeg, 

EdUication ;).acsiuradecdlanitiaien $100,000 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Education . $2,000 
Mekiwin Corp, Gladstone, 

SONVICG IN vesccersiccieravitiatenedeawctrns $75,000 
Vancity Capital Corp, British Columbia, 

Service INd ......eeeeeeee Cond/Rep - $3000000, 
Business Development Bank of Canada, Winnipeg, 

Service INd uu... eee Cond/Rep - $3000000, 
Capital City Savings & Credit Union Ltd, Edmonton 

Area, Service Ind ............. Cond/Rep - $500000, 


University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 


Service Ind Sy ssctetcanyedinhi ci attelees $20,000 
Provencher Agricultural Advisory Committee, Morris, 
Manitoba Agriculture .......sseecsseecsseeeesseees $3,854 
Manitoba Theatre Centre, Winnipeg, 
Recreational 00... $200,000 
Canadian Web Design & Consulting Inc., Winnipeg, 
COMPULETS 3... c22ccaneccistesdenldaeetecendadece $37,500 
Growing Prospects Inc., Winnipeg, Manitoba 
ENVirOnMeNt «castiaseaaerteaenannie $15,000 
University of Manitoba Transport Institute, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba Environment ..........sssesesee $25,000 
University of Manitoba Transport Institute, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba Transportation «0.0... $60,000 


Winnipeg Business Improvement Zone Assoc Inc, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba Environment.......... $120,000 
Page Credit Union, Province of, 


BUSINESS .......ssccssseecsseecssees Cond/Rep - $400000, 
Apr Ind Ltd, Winnipeg, High Tech ............... $37,500 
Norwood Grove Business Improvement Zone, 

Winnipeg, BUSINESS ...........ssecssecssseseeees $187,500 
St. Boniface General Hospital Research Centre, 

Winnipeg, Health 0... $200,000 
Verg Inc., Winnipeg, Research ..........:0 $37,500 
University of Winnipeg, Winnipeg, 

EqUCALION s c:si2cacastisnasnaadtannaniel: $210,000 


Red River College, Winnipeg, Service Ind . $20,000 


Manitoba 


Fiscal year 1998-1999 
University of Manitoba, Manufacturing ........ $13,500 


North Central Cfdc, Service Indo... $25,000 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 

AQMiCUMLUTE 2. ats sencrceceiraontinettee $20,000 
Ejb Holdings, Winnipeg, Computers ........... $75,000 


The Assoc of Industrial Economic Development, 
Selkirk, Manitoba Transportation ........... $125,000 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba High 


TRCN ts. .iniviontn valet deatnans $10,800 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 

AGMiCUMUPE 2s: .ccct.eiedneisodtvlatesensctience $19,800 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba High 

TOGN arn ieavaiioiiwaniicain eniiinn $1,500,000 
Ecomatters, Pinawa, Manitoba 

ENVirOMMent ........ssescsseecsseecsseeessees Rep - $60000, 


|.D. Fashion Ltd., Winnipeg, Manufacturing . $37,500 
Vector Construction Ltd., Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Marketing). .ccscuteeasteecceeiuveconnventndeseass $37,500 
Centre For Indigenous Environmental Resources, 
Winnipeg, Service Ind ..........:sceseeee $200,000 
Channel Tech Inc, Pinawa, Manitoba 
SOtvice ING! Si cceieeesccsserceanteecte Rep - $50000, 
Alliance Des Radios Communautaires (Arc) Du 
Canada, Manitoba & Alberta, Service Ind $50,000 
Roastwell International Gourmet Foods Ltd., 


Winnipeg, Food Processing $37,500 
Province of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Service 

Wd a ticesieena tiated Satta ada! $74,000 
Ecological Chambers Inc., Winnipeg, 

RESCAPCH coc chests tedeccsiedmaniestnscontviars $37,500 
Lloyd’s Wax Works Ltd., Macgregor, Manitoba 

Marketinig ives: 2eexaccicctsuceeetecatiacntaliee $37,500 
Cal-Law (1992) Ltd., Winnipeg, 

Manufacturing ......cccssessssecssecsseccsneessees $22,500 
Brenco Media Ltd., Whiteorse, Yukon 

Service Ind: iscsi iotshcantieanaetiels $20,000 
Omniglass Ltd., Winnipeg, Marketing ........... $37,500 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba Service 

ING iit enstiandaanstatnducntads $1,300,000 
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Earth Lore Ltd., Winnipeg, Manufacturing .. $37,500 
University of Manitoba Transport Institute, Winnipeg, 


Manitoba Transportation «0.00... $18,150 
Marble Isl& Pictures Corp, Winnipeg, 

High T6CH savstisasisenteeratinaiuatiel: $37,500 
Br&on University, Br&on, Manitoba 

SErviCe IInd is. :.ccsscccenevicecnthasecrnccnnaniens $15,120 
Manitoba Crafts Council, Winnipeg, 

BUSINESS .....eesssstescsssseeeessneeseesneeesssneeeees $22,500 
St.James-Assiniboia Senior Centre, Inc. Winnipeg, 

S@rvice Id izsevdednisheanstestanienehes $75,000 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, Winnipeg, 

Business 
Specialized Systems Inc., Minnedosa, Manitoba 

COMPULETS .....seecssseccsseecsssscssnecssseessseecsses $37,500 
Kortex Computer Centre Ltd., Winnipeg, 

GCOMPULETS en idee. ek east eicierensednaveccdoieens $67,500 
Manitoba Audio Recording Industry Assoc (Mar, 

Winnipeg, Service Ind... $102,000 
Freedom Concepts Inc., Winnipeg, 

Manufacturing ......cccssccsescssecssecssneesssee $37,500 
Kwest Investments Ltd, Fisher Branch, 

AQNICUILULE: ss:.ee.nduineeneaatuarceatbe $28,125 


St. Boniface General Hospital Research Centre, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba Service Ind .... $20,000 


Canada’s Aviation Hall of Fame, Winnipeg, 
Business .... 

International Fashion Tech Centre Inc., Winnipeg, 
Senvice Inds... aden aes Rep - $1400000, 

Winnipeg River - Brokenhead Cfdc, Pinawa, 
Manitoba Service Ind $3,750,000 

Mary Keweriga, Agriculture ... $937 

Fraser Fort George Cfdc, Service 

Con Rep - $150000 


ING arava eedcenae tiene t ove Cond/Rep - $150000 
Sunshine Coast Cfdc, Service 

Ind ectetonreest Aes Cond/Rep - $150000 
Central Kootenay Cfdc, 

BUSINESS .......sscessseecsseecsseees Cond/Rep - $250000 


Steve Santa & Sherry Santa, Agriculture ......... $909 
Super Six Cfdc, Ashern, Manitoba Service 
ING atcrasiirtvctensasiavelaivateandcends 


WN siecsstesetesitiaears tart ahisereactesugvcvaret toss 
Marilyn Jean Hoffman, Agriculture . 
Peter Timothy Meyer, Agriculture 
Aboriginal Peoples Television Network, Winnipeg, 

Manitoba Service Ind .........ssecssessesee $45,000 
Manitoba Innovation Network Inc., Winnipeg, 

Manitoba Service Ind $20,000 
Imaginet Resources Corp, Winnipeg, 


SErvice IND wsssedcievaweatiskecaigenines $75,000 
Page Credit Union, Service 

Nd sxicacienridadtees Cond/Rep - $200000 
Western Canada Testing Inc., Portage La Prairie, 

Service IN ooo. eeseeesessessesssteeessneeeeeseeeee $666,900 


Kitayan Cfdc, Isl& Lake, Service Ind .......... $22,000 
Buffalo Film Company Inc., Winnipeg, 


Recreational, ......scssscssssssesseeesseeeeeee $37,500 
Parent Seed Farms Ltd, St. Joseph, Manitoba 

AQHICUILUTE ss ue2casvcstavesrs Note eeratitasecee ees $37,500 
|.C.E. Marketing & Consulting Ltd., Beausejour, 

Manitoba Manufacturing ........ssccssecssees $37,500 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, 

Service INd viet a kcanaasiinnans $20,000 


University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba Service 


INd siccuteddde dein aisles $18,000 
Adsgo Trading Corp., Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Trad yiesics ch teldteeoia cha deccecde $37,500 
Meta Productions Inc., Winnipeg, Service 

ING eas eectectats heer eri acts unc teers $62,000 
2653193 Manitoba Ltd. /C.0.B. Dyna Pro 

Environment Winnipeg, Business ............ $75,000 


Canadian Venture Capital Assoc, Service Ind $5,000 
Saskatoon Credit Union Ltd, Saskatoon, 
BUSINESS .......sscssssseesseecsseees Cond/Rep - $200000 


Saskatchewan 
Fiscal year 1999-00 

O’kane Consultants Inc., Saskatoon, 

MIRING xt cenenrceites teens antaen: $37,500 
Athabasca Economic Development & Training Corp., 

Wollaston Lake, Transportation .............. $45,000 
Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce, Saskatoon, 

HH: (0 |: Sane ne CE $10,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 

Regina, TOUFISM .......sccccssecsssecsseeccsseeese $85,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 

Regina, High Tech .......ccsssecsssecssecsseeees $30,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 

Regina, TOUrSM .......scccssessseccsseecsees $2,100,000 
Dci Digital Communications Inc, Regina, High 

TOCh sans Mia eale die evatineen $37,500 
Profit Systems Inc., Saskatoon, High Tech .. $37,500 
Aylsham Agro Ltd., Aylsham, Agriculture ..... $37,500 
Wateresearch Corp., Saskatoon, High 


Ace eerencernpee tencrem etree tree $37,500 
Saskatchewan Trade & Export Partnership, Sk, 

MAGS sieves cas tees actnntteativarcatdicecehees $5,000 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce, Sk, 

TPAMG es fivedlededabescnsel denser ede eceks eel $300 
Saskatchewan Abilities Council Inc, Saskatoon, High 

TOC i aaah Baedanleeien $37,500 
Tr Labs, Regina, Trade .......cccssccssecssecssees $1,000 
Regina Eastview Rotary Club, Regina, Trade$1,000 
Sdc Development Corp, Sk, Trade ............... $5,000 
Saskatchewan Trade & Export Partnership, Sk, 

TAGE oss eesscuiteeeneaeaieiinerdastaaecttnsts $200 
Saskatchewan Agrivision Corp (Sac), Sk, 

[0 |< San oe SE a $10,000 
Treaty #Four Joint Development Corp., Fort 

Qu’appelle, BUSINESS 00... $500,000 
Padc Management Company Ltd., Saskatoon, 

MINING eis. a dcaereninanannnen $400,000 
J. Kent Stewart Consulting Inc., Saskatchewan 

TOUTS .....secsseessssescssecsssecsssescsseecsssecssness $75,000 
Quadrant Newmedia, Saskatoon, High 

TOChin as alitia dah AGA euaa Marke $75,000 
Macpherson Engineering Inc., Regina, 

CONSHUCHON f2i.4.cceieetiarleheeecaniccns $37,500 
Inter-Tribal Merchants Inc., Saskatoon, 

BUSINESS *s. fcc enchuaneciacchiwdey $34,000 
Impact Communications Ltd., Edmonton, Ab 

WAGE * mh scicsaitonstaea rene tecamrant $5,000 
Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce, 

Saskatoon, Trade wo... $250 
Canadian Environmental Tech Advancement Corp, 

Saskatoon, Environment .........0:cee $400,000 
Pacific & Western Trust Corp, Saskatoon, 

SOMViCe Indi ns.teedevaleoen teed taredsensteenets $75,000 


Calibre Strategic Services (Sk) Inc., Saskatoon, 


AQNICUILUFG: 2. .ecccicrsisssedttnebtcasecetatece $45,000 
Saskatchewan Herb & Spice Assoc, Saskatoon, 
Wad Gr iveindeskicardecciatvectectvds ean tiie $2,500 


Mid Con Engineering Ltd., Prince Albert, 
Research 
Master Manufacturing Inc., Regina, 
Manufacturing ......ccssscscssecssecssseessneessees $37,500 
Philom Bios Inc., Saskatoon, Agriculture ...... $37,500 
Harvest Green Botanicals Ltd., Saskatoon, 


AGQICUIRUPG: 135. 2e-cs.csensss cvantestaslaacssece! $37,500 
Clifton Associates Ltd, Saskatoon, 

ENnvirOMMent ......0.sscccseccsseessecsseesseesseesee $112,500 
M. D. Haug & Associates Ltd., Saskatoon, 

CONSTIUCTION oo... eeseeseesseeseessesstessesseesteseeeees $37,500 


Philom Bios Inc., Saskatoon, Agriculture ...... $37,500 
Harvest Green Botanicals Ltd., Outlook, 


AQriCuitUe:::::2ecxssecntten onisatinent eas $112,500 
Farmgro Organic Foods Inc., Regina, 

AQPiGUItUTe oi. stecttecertased esc reteieiele $75,000 
Echo Valley Irrigation, Moose Jaw, Service 

Iie Rapaereeten tie eagteneceevereertcemyeacstoy $37,500 
University of Saskatchewan/Canadian Light Source, 

Saskatoon, Energy «oo... $15,000,000 
Infraready Products (1998) Ltd., Saskatoon, 

Manufacturing4, .......scccsseccsseecssecssneessees $37,500 
University of Saskatchewan Technologies Inc., 

Regina, High TECH .........sscsssscssseecsseessees $30,000 
Sunwest Food Laboratory Ltd., Saskatoon, 

AOQMICUILUNG eatuscccainrsurnavtacivnes $37,500 
Appdepot Web Services Inc., Regina, High 

TOGN. faiaincnkea dante av tan alates $37,500 
University of Saskatchewan/Canadian Light Source, 

Saskatoon, High Tech .........:eseeeee $5,000,000 
Ernst & Young LIb, Saskatoon, Service 

IN: Mesnetiestesateetai tude etary deve $375,000 
Canadian Society of TeleHealth Saskatoon, 

Health) Jerri eew. castes ctattcaosietontes $100,000 
North West Communities Wood Products Ltd., 

Beauval, Forestry & Logging ...........+ $30,000 
213157 Saskatchewan Inc., Saskatoon, 

GOVEPMMENE ......eecssseessessseeseesnteeeeseeseee $300,000 


City of Saskatoon, Saskatoon, Government$100,000 
Regina & District Food Bank Inc., Regina, 
AQricultUre....t..s4:.:ta naincdtalaten $30,000 
University of Regina, Regina, Environment$400,000 
Canadian Light Source Inc., Saskatoon, High 


TOGN, caiteteciteaitheanniadesadingite $15,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 

Regina, Service Id ........seccsssssecssecsseees $7,000 
University of Regina, Regina, 

Environment .......scsseeecsssseeseesteeeseeeeeee $200,000 
Conseil De La Cooperation De La Saskatchewan, 

Saskatchewan, BUSINESS... $90,000 


University of Regina, Regina, Research ..... $19,306 

University of Saskatchewan office of Research Serv, 
Saskatoon, Research $9,718 

Canadian Environmental Tech Advancement Corp, 


Jackfish, Sk. Trade ....ccsccessessecesseeesesees $6,000 
Shaunavon Chamber of Commerce, Shaunavon, Sk 
WADE? sive vata o.ravarnueaeniavannne vans $500 
Saskatchewan Indian Federated College Inc., 
Regina, Education ou... $200,000 
Heart & Motion Pictures Inc., Regina, Communica- 
TONS ass aAia ea a ec $37,500 
SHBBA (Sask. Home-Based Business Assoc. Inc.), 
Regina; Trade ::.i::ccssnsccsiseceuighennaiees $500 


Tyndal Stone Media Inc., Regina, High Tech$37,500 


Western Economic Diversification 


Saskatchewan Food Processors Assoc, Saskatoon, 
Wade. is vaineaen ieee Masa $2,500 
Junior Achievement of Northern Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Trade w...ceccecesceseessesseeseeseesseeee $500 
Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Assoc, 
Saskatoon, Trade ....c.ccecsscsscsesssesesseesee $1,000 
Dci Digital Communications Inc, White City, 
High Tech: esvicweesstecsnsndeainaceadveniaves $37,500 
Peter Ballantyne Developments Ltd Partnership, 
Churchill River, Service Ind .........c.ccee $60,000 
University of Saskatchewan, Prince Albert, Sk 
TAI Sct Bese tatateo hd tectbactate decease $3,000 
City of Saskatoon, Saskatoon, Research .. $150,000 
City of Saskatoon, Saskatoon, Research .... $75,000 
Moose Jaw Regional Economic Development 
Authority, Moose Jaw, Service Ind 
TrLabs, Saskatoon, Service Ind 
Saskatoon District Health Saskatoon, 


Research axtiiicvaineiiacas neces $9,174 
Stonefield Systems Group Inc., Regina, High 

TeChivdissncnivan tanec antancastaeced $37,500 
University of Regina, Regina, 

Environment .......csssssescsseeeeesseeeeeens $1,500,000 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, 

Hight TeGh Suisisct ctasrtecseensliet deitierensce. $937,000 
Youth Unlimited of Regina, Regina, 

EduicatiOn: cance aciutianydcudan te $100,000 
University of Regina, Regina, 

Communications, ....c.cececeseseee ese $200,000 
Kanotech Information Systems Ltd., Regina, High 

TOC fede had abe rcteccteat cata een angie $37,500 

Saskatchewan 


Fiscal year 1998-1999 
Sdc Development Corp, Saskatoon, Trade .. $5,000 
Entrepreneurs 2000, Rosetown, Sk Trade .. $1,000 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, 


Trade... :cisecetovtescsttived .. $250 
Aginfonet, Saskatoon, Trade ..........:seseeee $2,000 
Conseil De La Cooperation De La Saskatchewan, 

Saskatoon, Trade .......scccsscccsecsseessecsseesnee $1,500 
Moose Jaw Arts In Motion Inc., Moose Jaw, 
Communications, ....c..ccccecseseeesee $300,000 


City of Saskatoon, Saskatoon, Health......... $300,000 
University of Alberta, Alberta, High Tech ..... $40,000 
Metis Tourism Inc, Saskatoon, 
TOUS. coctpecdeenivancngneaniicnsn $120,000 
Prairie Agricultural Machinery Ins, Humboldt, 
EquIDMeNt ssi 22-. speeds aceceyionatiee tees $31,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 
Regina, RES@arch ......ccccsscseecssecssnesssees $5,500 
Prince Albert Development Corp, Prince Albert, 
Tourism $75,000 


Education $200,000 
Ag-West Biotech Inc., Saskatoon, Trade ....... $2,000 
Nu-Fab Building Products Ltd., Saskatoon, 


GONSHTLICHON 3. fico fieacsth Ceevn ca hadnceier $37,500 
Agriculture Institute of Mgmt. In Sask. Inc., Saskatoon 
Wadi. ch see ease eS ae $5,000 
Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce, Saskatoon, 
Wad: 2. scvdteeativentie cota derarncrtent $500 
Community Futures Partners of Saskatchewan Inc., 
Saskatoon, Trade ....c.cceccesesscssesseesesseesee $7,000 


Point2 Internet, Saskatoon, Computers ..... $112,500 
Canadian Inl& Terminal Assoc, Moose Jaw, Sk 


TiddG is chassstsets acntttacerinenntettnien $750 
Saskatchewan Motion Picture Assoc (Smpia), 
Saskatoon, Trade ....ceccescssessceseessesesseeeee $1,000 


Saskatchewan Nutraceutical Network, Saskatoon, 
ifs; Seveeeh paren oo eo ne IO ree er $500 
Destination Moose Jaw Discovery Inc., Moose Jaw, 
TOUNSIN ceedevescceisc teeth diednonde: $1,100,000 
TMC Tech Management Corp, Regina, 
High Teh: ssccttnisiscsvdais ee tesarntec $75,000 
University of Calgary, Calgary, Ab Trade .. $10,000 
Infraready Products (1998) Ltd., Saskatoon, 


Manufacturing ......ccsssccsescsssecssecssseessees $37,500 
Provincial Exporters Assoc, Saskatoon, 
A iic-(t | ereneothee eter ee Sete ni tA? $1,000 
Saskatchewan Weekly Newspapers Assoc, 
Saskatoon, Trade w...ceccecsscsscesessesesseeaee $1,000 
Velvet Independent Processors Ltd., Wilkie, 
AQNCUItUNe: asic cet wichannltnt $75,000 
Forum ’99 Partnering For Profit, La Ronge, Sk 
ys (; eee ane ee On Ene rE Soe $300 
Saskatchewan Food & Wine Festival, Moose Jaw, 
SK Trade sedis seotccavieradiratrcinanendeains $7,500 
Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce, Saskatoon, 
hi :(0 > kere en EN NC eS CoE D $7,500 
Analog Design Automation Inc., Saskatoon, High 
TOCH is dncovecndilectacm nce corihos $37,500 
Garven & Associates Ltd., Saskatoon, 
AUG Esc Sale eects teceuct sleet aves Berecia? $7,120 
Interactive Tracking Systems Inc., Saskatoon, 
COMPULETS ......eecsssescsseecssescssnecsssecessneesses $37,500 
Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce, Saskatoon, 
Marketing ).s.ccciseccasnuanieckaiinetecals $10,000 
Pharmaderm Laboratories Ltd., Saskatoon, High 
TO CH si cectitsanasicanteet easletetianmei ited $37,500 
Ben-Don Innovations Inc 1998, Saskatoon, 
AQQICUIRUNG: 2c: sediastlcastbsteedtsrecdaeeicnnens $75,000 


La Fete Fransaskoise Vonda, Sask. Trade. $1,500 
South Central Cfdc, Moose Jaw, Service 


Gs iaesed Pa ane evacuees $500,000 
The Palliser Campus Development Foundation Inc., 
Moose Jaw, Service Indu... $500,000 
Moose Jaw Exhibition Company Ltd., Moose Jaw, 
Sask. Service Ind... $200,000 
Mackay Equipment Sales Ltd., Saskatoon, 
Manufacturing ......cccsscsssscssecsssecssneessees $37,500 
Kanotech Information Systems Ltd., Regina, High 
TOGhiseincateannad iaiwah eian deci $37,500 
North Saskatoon Business Assoc, Saskatoon, 
TWAd6 i wesctas cid tients ae ce teeenty $2,337 
City of Moose Jaw, Moose Jaw, Sk Service 
Idi tate tite lanihesnts Ah a Maki $75,000 
City of Moose Jaw, Moose Jaw, Sk. Service 
INd-Settrndewntie iting haeis $400,000 
City of Moose Jaw, Moose Jaw, Service 
ING a Sete cat cre cance rate owenian $100,000 
Moose Jaw Industrial Development Corp, Moose 
Jaw, Sk Service INd oo... $200,000 
Moose Jaw Exhibition Company Ltd., Moose Jaw, 
Sask. Service INd ou... $250,000 
Tunnels of Little Chicago Assoc Inc., Moose Jaw, 
Sask. TOUrISM uu... $125,000 
Saskatchewan Motion Picture Assoc (Smpia), 
Regina, Service Id... $175,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 
Regina, Service Ind... $31,500 
Apparel & Textile Assoc of Sask. Inc., Regina, 
SeIviCe ING iss. tececheometirseeeensieee $214,080 
Clifton Associates Ltd, Saskatoon, 
ENVirOMMent ......esssseeescsssseeeessneeceeseneseeees $37,500 
Destination Moose Jaw Discovery Inc., Moose Jaw, 
Sask. TOurISM uu... $250,000 


Sunrise Foods International Inc., Saskatoon, 


AQMICUIUPE! 5. ccc cesesecsdsernciaettvegcssneeseces $37,500 
C Prompt Computer Systems Inc., Saskatoon, High 

TOCH ei edashicatvagl nant dela isos $37,500 
Interactive Tracking Systems Inc., Saskatoon, High 

MOC safes tieitties dented veditnastcabwiedets $37,500 
Impact Communications Ltd., Edmonton, Alta. 

TAGs dices: fecehosertsis baehrataeleatictaness $5,000 
Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce, Moose Jaw, 

Sask. Trade $300 
Regina Eastview Rotary Club, Regina, Trade$1,000 


Saskatchewan Environmental Managers Assoc, 
Regina, Trade .......secscseecsssescsssesssecesneeesneeess $200 

Eastend Community Tourism Authority, Eastend, 
MOUS <a ccietvoccettenicteacimevities $600,000 

Koenders Manufacturing 1997 Ltd., Englefeld, 
Manufacturing ... $37,500 


Allstar Technologies Canada Ltd, Regina, 

High Te@Gh::. Svsssievaslecdeicai etnias 
Western Ag Innovations Inc., Saskatoon, 

AQMICUILULE 2 icvssascisd an nrnvaianicids $75,000 


Harry J. Jedlic Architect Ltd., Regina, Service 

Ind ... $37,500 
North Star Fertilizers Ltd., Hudson Bay, 

AONIGUNUP cst. cscicteperssscns theca teaed $37,500 
Pos Pilot Plant Corp, Saskatoon, Agriculture $37,500 
Inroad Consulting Inc., Saskatoon, High 


Tech .... ... $75,000 
Parax Development International Inc., Saskatoon, 

SONIC ING s.:cnctescssiseesctemniaineteaneees $37,500 
Taiga Bioactives Inc., Saskatoon, 

AQMICUIUPE oc csot a deescnss secretes Macsoovenevacccraeyt $37,500 
Star Egg Company Ltd., Saskatoon, 

AQMICUILUEE: eectisecctntevecdeselaGotslacentivedenks $37,500 


Junior Achievement of Northern Saskatchewan, 

Saskatoon, Trade 
Tourism Authority, Saskatoon, Service Ind $149,500 
Startco Engineering Ltd., Saskatoon, 


Manufacturing ......ccsssssssecsssscsssecessescsnes $37,500 
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations, 

Saskatoon, Trade wo... $600 
Canada Grains Council, Regina, 

Agficulture ......... cess Cond/Rep - $300000, 
Red Stone Environmental Inc., Saskatoon, 

High Tech savas. ae sects $37,500 
Saskatoon Regional Economic Development 

Authority, Saskatoon, High Tech ............. $25,000 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 

Regina, High TeCh .......ccsssecsssecssecsseeees $25,000 
Saskatoon Regional Economic Development 

Authority, Saskatoon, High Tech ............. $12,500 
Regina Regional Economic Development Authority, 

Regina, High Tech .......c.sssecssecssecsseeese $25,000 
The Prince Albert Regional Aboriginal Business Ass, 

Prince Albert, Sask. Business .............0.00 $2,500 


Metis Nation of Saskatchewan, Tourism ...... $15,000 
Saskatchewan Opportunities Corp, Regina, 


High Tech: 2icvasccntideaietaoncanaed $3,000,000 
Northl&s College, Air Ronge, Sask. 

EquUCALION Sicha ieanueceduhavedaaiied $250,000 
Estey Centre For Law & Economics In International, 

Saskatoon, Trade .......sseesscssesesseees $1,000,000 


Sask. Research Council, Regina, Trade ...... $5,000 
Metis Nation of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, 

TWAd6eaesis viccnndeiedaweettansehent $12,500 
University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Trade $250 
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Ask Me No Questions, I’ll Tell You N 


by Walter Robinson 
ne of the big issues not raised during 
the recent election campaign is the “culture 
ofsecrecy” which continues to permeate of- 
ficial Ottawa and the lack of leadership (hello Jean 
Chretien) on the part of our elected officials to let some 
light shine in on the operations of government. 

Sure they talk about nationwide Internet access or of- 
fering one-stop shopping for government services, but 
when it comes to getting real information through the 
Access to Information Act, Canada’s performance would 
make dictators the world over green with envy. 

Don’t take my word for it, look at the following pas- 
sages from the Annual Report of the Information Com- 
missioner released in October just before the election 
was called. 

“Last year in this Commissioner’s first ... report to 
Parliament, the government was put on notice: There 
would be a zero-tolerance policy for late responses to 
access requests; a new, pro-openness approach to the ad- 
ministration of the Access Law would be expected and, 
most important, the full weight of the Commissioner’s 
investigative powers would be brought to bear to achieve 
these goals.” 

“Many government insiders considered this plan of 
action to be threatening, ill-considered, perhaps even ar- 
rogant for a newcomer to the Commissioner’s job. 
There has been a worrisome hardening of attitudes and 
resistance to the Commissioner’s investigations ... 
When the Commissioner’s subpoenas, searches, and 
questions come too insistently or too close to the top, 
the mandarins circle the wagons.” 

“Tn sum then, there is a full counter-attack in progress 
against [this office] ... This counter-attack 
is imposing an onerous, unexpected 
burden on the office’s legal and in- 
vestigative resources ... The result 
is no less vigour on the part of the 
Commissioner, but service to Ca- 
nadians is becoming slower and 
the right to “timely” access is 
further eroded.” 

“Finally, there is a troubling 
personal aspect to the govern- 
ment’s counter-attack. The future ca- 
reers in the public service of Commis- 
sioner’s staff have, in not so subtle terms, 
been threatened. The Commissioner has a 
fixed, seven-year term with the same insulation 
from retribution or influence as does a superior court 


0 & 
judge. 
But the 
Commis- 
sioner’s 
staff does not have these protections.” 

“The government’s palpable animosity towards the 
“right” of access (it would prefer to dole out informa- 
tion by grace and favour in well-digested mouthfuls) is 
no more apparent than in the disconnect between talk 
and action in the matter of reform of the Access to In- 
formation Act ...Nothing has happened. Worse, the gov- 
ernment moved to crush Parliamentary consideration of 
a sweeping series of thoughtful reforms put forward 
(with broad support) by John Bryden in a private mem- 
bers bill.” 

“The government chose to wage war under the banner 
of concern for privacy against Mr. Bryden’s effort to re- 
form the ... Act. Let there be no doubt, however, that the 
government’s motivation was not to serve the value of 
privacy but to resist the value of openness.” 

“And, too, the lead agencies of government did every- 
thing in their power — from withholding of resources to 
legal challenges — to undermine the effective function- 
ing of the Office of the Information Commissioner. A 
watchdog is perfectly acceptable to government, it 
would seem, until it bites!” 

This report’s conclusions are damning. Taxpayers 
should remain vigilant and demand that government 
deal with the “culture of secrecy” in an open and 
transparent manner. 
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around CTF 


Each month CTF offices —~ =p : t tion to pro- 
——aa 
in five provinces and Ot- —_—_ t agi ainst gains ax posed 
tawa handle hundreds of CT FE ns Pp rotes amend- 
oo. . tha pe —_ vuthaaned! by Fl 
media interviews and — setasat "prays ST coms ments to 
. a & + aap, Car aire anal = J 
inquiries, hold press niles tural gating hen d compare! nuare evene, MEETS in Ty ihe ineanie 
. f block i ” fetieral Depareeey 4 wt art Hime a : ° 
conferences, publish an enti re a sane, the co coal — —— an eva ; Tax Act which 
reports, make presenta- to kill ome om trays TAUB would subject Canadian in- 
tions to governments wwceene ry - vestors to an annual tax on unrealized 
. sqnATRAe casi . . : : 
and issue regular news oe me oversees, ae capital gains on foreign held investments. 
: Thee Cee T erdsy waded B nae is 
releases, commentaries Han (ET Togo chert pec Pressure paid off. The government announced 
and publications to advo- Gea propa ee the September 1* deadline would be extended and 
weld wee} 


axa a a HY 


cate the common interest 
of taxpayers. The follow- 
ing summarizes CTF ac- 
tivities for the months of August, September, and Oc- 
tober, 2000. 


weqeora fp ann 


AUGUST 


Saskatchewan 


@ The CTF garners news coverage 
with its findings that advertising expen- 
ditures by the province’s crown corpo- 
rations increased 40% between 1995 — 
1999. SaskPower and SGI doubled and 
tripled their expenditures respectively 
over the same period. 


Au 


Federal 


@ Atan Ottawa press conference the 
CTF releases several documents ques- 
tioning Canada Post’s tax status and its 
ever-increasing scope of operations. 
The press conference comes in the 
wake ofa $230-million lawsuit against 
the federal government for failing to 
properly regulate the corporation’s ac- 
tivities. The CTF demands proper tax 
treatment of the corporation, a re-em- 
phasis on its core activities and privati- 
zation of Purolator Courier. 


Ottawa 
Alberta 
Sask 
BC 


Ontario 


Total 
@ The CTF joins a chorus of opposi- 


Manitoba 


later, delayed until after a federal election. 


M@ The CTF continues to lead opposition to the prov- 
ince’s election gag law with an appearance before a 
legislative committee in which CTF provincial direc- 
tor Victor Vrsnik goes toe-to-toe with Premier Gary 
Doer. 


gust, September, October 
2000 Activity Reports 


Media Contacts 


Events/Speaking 
Engagements/ 
Releases 


ee 
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around eo CTF 


SEPTEMBER 


British Columbia 


H@ B.C.’s goofy government is again claiming to 
have “balanced” the province’s books even though CTF 
director Mark Milke points out in media commentary 
that the province’s overall debt was up $2.2 billion 
over the same period. 


Alberta 


@ Several victories on the tax front include the an- 
nouncement of a $300 energy rebate, $250 home util- 
ity rebate and numerous business tax reductions. 
Adopting CTF recommendations to the Business Tax 
Review Committee almost verbatim, the government 
reduces the corporate tax rate to 8%, the small busi- 
ness rate to 3%, capital gains inclusion rate to 50%, 
and eliminates the capital tax and reduces school 
property taxes. 


™@ Aspump prices across the country steadily rise, 
CTF directors continue to demand reduction of taxes, 
which account for between 40% and 50% of the pump 
price. Worse, less than 5% of what’s collected in fuel 
taxes by the federal government is plowed back into 
our roads and infrastructure. Releases and opinion 
editorials appear throughout the summer and into the 
fall to keep the pressure on. 


British Columbia ~ 


@ The CTF continues to fight the 
proposed property tax on vehicles in 

the Lower Mainland. At a Vancouver 
press conference, director Mark 

Milke displays 18,000 petitions in op- 
position to the tax, and releases an 
analysis showing that a mere 4.6% de- 
crease in existing spending by cities in 
the regional district would make the 

auto tax unnecessary. In October, the 
CTF releases information on TransLink’s 
soaring administrative costs and further 
argues that new federal infrastructure 
grants make the tax unnecessary. Momen- rat 
tum is shifting! Three lower mainland vos 
councils switched sides and are now 

against the tax. 


OCTOBER 


Saskatchewan 


@ Although far from perfect, the CTF’s long-time 
advocacy for a utility rate review panel may finally 
be paying dividends. SGI’s bid for a 2% rate hike 
was turned down by the review panel. 


@ The CTF challenged mayoral candidates in 
Saskatoon and Regina to sign a “Municipal Taxpayer 
Protection Pledge” that would require them to enact 
a public vote on any proposed tax increases or new 
taxes. Regina’s newly elected mayor Pat Fiacco was 
one candidate who signed. 


Federal 


mM A “mega news conference” held in Ottawa cov- 
ered off three subjects. First, 50,000 petitions are 
displayed to demonstrate broad support for immedi- 
ate relief of gas taxes. Second, the CTF announces 
its expectations for the upcoming mini-budget, 
which includes $18.8 billion in tax cuts and debt re- 
duction. Finally, the CTF unveils its plans heading 
into a federal election campaign: a focus on spend- 
ing and challenge of the government’s election gag 
law. CTF Director Walter Robinson also meets pri- 
vately with Finance Minister Paul Martin prior to the 
mini-budget. 
@ The CTF is front-and-centre in the flurry of 
news events leading up to an election call: a major 
story on 
HRDC and 
ACOA grants 
to golf courses 
and luxury re- 
aver OY sorts; Auditor 
ee General’s damning 
neg report on HRDC, and 
an election eve mini- 
budget that proposes signifi- 
cant tax reductions. 


@ The first week of the election 
campaign and the CTF is out of the gate 
with an analysis showing the governing Liber- 

als spent $2.25 billion — an incredible $223,060 

a minute — in the seven days leading up to the Oc- 

tober 22 election call. Most of the funds were com- 
mitted to “economic development” in Quebec and 
Atlantic Canada. 


Public Accounts of Canada 


So PUDIIC 
Accounts 


by Walter Robinson and Bruce Winchester somebody absconded with $272 dollars. And it looks 
n or about the same day that former as though a bad cop made off with $1,002 from the 
Prime Minister Trudeau passed away, the RCMP. The folks over at Treasury Board (responsi- 
Public Accounts for fiscal 1999/2000 ble for ensuring that all other departments play by the 
were released. Understandably, the stories that rules and account for their monies) lost $200 worth 
journalists wrote in lock-up were buried in the of taxi chits. 


coverage of Mr. Trudeau’s passing 
and consequent period of mourning 
and reflection. 


Nonetheless, certain highlights (or B usiness Loans Wri te-offs 
lowlights if you will) should be exam- 1999 - 2000 


ined. Especially when it comes to 


losing things like computers, vehicles Department Number of Total $ 
and just plain old money. Computer, Write-offs 

cash and other equipment losses due 

to damage, theft or other unexplained — Industry Canada 1°70 write-offs $2,464,954 
circumstances were endemic across (Department) 


the federal government. 

For example, the Canada Customs 
and Revenue Agency does not expect 
to recover $4,500 in three cases where Canada Economic 


Atlantic Canada 


OpporimineseAcency 248 write-offs $44,526,096 


departmental telephones were misap- Development - Quebec Sonos wee 
propriated for personal uses. In = ; 
addition, the taxman lost an $89 Wwesican Ise nsirale 99 write-offs $22,926,318 


change float. The Department of Diversification 


Justice was not immune to theft either, Source: Federal Government Public Accounts 
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Moving from money to equipment, especially computers, the 
numbers move from the trivial to the substantive. Check out the 
theft amounts in computers (and related equipment) alone from 
the following departments and agencies (in sidebar). All of these 
amounts are listed as “amount not expected to be recovered.” 

In computer losses alone, the feds racked up over $970,000 in 
losses. 

But the really big-ticket stuff is once again contained in Section 
3.10 of Volume 2, Part 2 of the Public Accounts. We’re talking 
about write-offs — and lots of them — notably at HRDC and 
Industry Canada and its corporate welfare subsidiary agencies (see 
chart on previous page). 

Over at Foreign Affairs, taxpayers were forced to choke on 25 
separate write-offs ringing in at a cool $52,724,904. As for 
HRDC, the Department that Jane Stewart made famous, it won 
“first for worst” by writing off 40,834 separate loans for a total of 
$296, 126,821. 

In total, Ottawa wrote off or forgave over $1.5 billion in fiscal 
1999/2000. But enough about this, stop reading The Taxpayer 
and get back to work to pay your taxes, Ottawa needs them to 
lose more money next year! ™ 
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Federal government 
computer 


Agricultural and Agri-food .. $3,050 
Canada Customs and Revenue 


Canadian Heritage 
National Film Board 
Parks Canada 
Public Service 
Commission 


$36,020 
$21,210 


$29,070 
Foreign A ffairs/International 

$16,628 

$32,525 


Canadian Space Agency ... $11,952 
Copyright Board 
Canada Economic Development — 


National Research 
Council $50,048 
National Sciences and Research 


$24,737 
$57,309 


$10,656 
Privy Council Office $12,008 
Public Works and Government 


Correctional Service of 
Canada 

Transport 

Treasury Board 

Veterans A ffairs 


$41,434 
$32,207 
$20,506 
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A Gold 
Medal for 
Olympic 
Whining 


by Walter Robinson 


oy oh boy, Sydney, 
Australia sure put on 
one heck of a show at 


the Olympics. From the flying 
saucer lighting of the Olympic 
flame during the opening ceremo- 
nies to the star-studded closing 
ceremonies, those Auzzies sure 
know how to throw a party. Too 
bad most Canadians missed the 
spectacle of the 2000 summer 
Olympic Games. 

If it wasn’t for the 15 hour 
time difference dampening the 
Olympic spirit, it was probably the 
excessive whining by sports 
commentators lamenting our so- 
called poor if not abysmal per- 
formance as a nation. To be fair, 
most of the whining came from 
sports columnists and other instant 
expert Olympic commentators, 
and very little was heard from our 
hard-working and hard-training 
athletes. 

Checking out the by-lines in 
many newspapers during, and just 
shortly after the Olympic Games, 
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I noticed many familiar names. 
These sports pundits and free- 
spending columnists who were all 
demanding an instant infusion of 
millions of taxpayer dollars into 
our Olympic funding programs 
were many of the same folk that 
chimed in last year in support of 
the federal government’s ill-fated 
and ultimately withdrawn NHL 
bailout package. And yet there 
they were, back at it again, trading 
in their usual boxscore analyses 
and game summaries for attempts 
at serious public policy commen- 
tary. Not to be outdone, rah rah 
editorial staffin many of Canada’s 
metropolitan newspapers jumped 
on the “more money for medals” 
bandwagon as well. 

It seems when it comes to 
sports and politics many members 
of Canada’s fourth estate try to 
pass off boosterism as sound 
public policy and two or three 
statistics as comprehensive 
research. Well, now that the 
whining has subsided and some 


semblance of perspective has been 
restored, a more objective look at 
our Olympic performance is 
warranted. 

To be fair, our performance as 
measured by the medal count at 
the games was disappointing. In 
Barcelona (1992), Canada re- 
corded its best ever haul bringing 
home 18 medals. Then in Atlanta 
(1996), we shattered Barcelona’s 
showing by racking up 22 medals. 
By this count, Sydney was a let 
down with only 14 medals (3 
Gold, 3 Silver, 8 Bronze). 

But measured another way, 
Sydney was an improvement. As 
David Foot of Boom, Bust & 
Echo fame noted, in Barcelona, 
Canada finished 22™ in the medal 
standings. In Atlanta we dropped 
to 26" place. Sydney represents 
our highest placing (discounting 
the Eastern-bloc boycotted games 
of Los Angeles, 1980) in recent 
memory, 17" place to be exact 
(tied with Poland). 

And on another front, with 
even more sports (over 300 
separate medal events) and a 
historic number of countries 
participating, our athletes still 
managed a whopping 54 top-8 
finishes. This is a best ever and 
represents a lot of personal bests 
for various athletes to boot. 
Surely this is something to build 
on. 

Yet no amount of sober analy- 
sis or research will placate those 
who believe that the only cure for 
our Olympic woes is to funnel 
hundreds of millions of taxpayers 
dollars to help our elite athletes. A 
cursory review of their arguments 
is very seductive. Look at Aus- 
tralia they fume, a nation smaller 
than Canada but it finished in 
fourth place with 58 medals. 

Okay, let’s look at Australia. 


THE TAXPAYER 


Ever since their disastrous per- 
formance at the 1976 summer 
games in Montreal, the Australian 
government has funnelled over 
$100 million per year into its 
National Institutes of Sport. And 
in the four-year period preceding 
the Sydney games, over a quarter 
of a billion dollars were annually 


pumped into Olympic programs. 
By contrast, federal taxpayers will 
have anted up a mere $62 million 
for Canada’s Olympic assistance 
by year’s end. Are billions of 
dollars over a generation worth 58 
Olympic medals? Hardly. 

But there’s more. As National 
Post columnist Andrew Coyne 
pointed out, Australia has a warm, 
temperate climate. The Auzzies 
have finished in the top ten in 
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medals consistently and until 
1988, Canada had never even 
finished in the top 20. Of course 
these facts are conveniently 
overlooked by the money-for- 
medals crowd. Next time they 
whine or write or use their talk 
radio platforms to flog this dead 
horse, ask them how many 
medals the Australian hockey 
team has won at the winter 
Olympics? Better still, ask them 
how the Auzzie luge team looks 
for Salt Lake City in 2002? 

Finally there are other reasons 
for our lack of medals in Sydney: 
like bad luck. Who could have 
predicted that the flu would 
sideline 1996 100-metre Olympic 
champion Donovan Bailey or his 
heir apparent teammate, Bruny 
Surin? And no amount of money 
could have prevented a Sydney 
downpour from dampening 
(pardon the pun) high jumper 
Mark Boswell’s medal hopes. 

So the money for medals folk 
should go back to writing their 
boxscores and leave public policy 
analysis to those willing to look 
objectively at the most construc- 
tive uses of taxpayer dollars. 
Does the government have a role 
in funding amateur sport? A 
credible argument can be made 
for YES. But let’s focus this 
commitment (read: expenditure) to 
the widest possible array of 
Canadian children and adults to 
foster a culture of wellness and 
physical activity. 

The goal should not be more 
medals, but more missed doctor 
visits, fewer heart attacks and a 
lower incidence of cancer in the 
long run. If we are going to fund 
amateur sporting activity, let’s 
focus on what’s truly important; a 
healthier future for generations to 
come. ™ 
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by Mark Milke 
Oversight at BC Ferries: 

There is a serious lack of oversight of 
BC Ferries by the B.C. Legislature. This 
translates into inadequate reporting of 
relevant facts to the Legislature and thus 
the public; there is a lack of objective and 
tangible performance reporting methods, 
and a low level of organizational and 


operational transparency at BC Ferries. 
tol : ‘ While it appears there is oversight of 
On Rising Tax Doll als. BC Ferries — there is a theoretically 
‘ a ‘ 5 independent board for example - in prac- 
BC Ferries vs Washington State Ferries  jic"he sovemance structure of BC 
Ferries allows for a highly centralized level 
of power, influence, and decision-making 
authority with the Minister responsible for 


CTF Botish Columbia recently released a major study 
that compared the government-owned, BC Ferry 
oe eee ee ee ee the Corporation. The fast ferry debacle was 


Washington State Ferries, here is what the CTF found: * Petfect example of this centralized 
control and lack of legislative oversight. 


Oversight at Washington State Ferries: 
In contrast, Washington State Ferries 
(WSF) is overseen by no less than three bi- 
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partisan committees, the Legislative 
Transportation Committee, the 
Transportation Commission, and the 
Legislative Evaluation and Account- 
ability Program Committee. They 
regularly review WSF activities and 
report to the state legislature. The 
result is that performance “value for 
money” audits and other studies 
occur regularly, and provide for a 
better use of tax dollars. 


BC Ferry Annual Reports vs 
Washington State Ferry Reports 

BC Ferries and WSF use similar 
techniques to report on their 
operations, but the quality of 
reporting is quite different. BC 
Ferries’ report is filled with philo- 
sophical rhetoric and very limited 
tangible performance/operational 
information. For example, the WSF 
Annual Report has statistics on how 
each route is subsidized (or not.) 
The BC Ferries report provides no 
such breakdown. As a 
result, taxpayers do 
not know which 
routes are subsidized 
unless they specifi- 
cally request such 
information. 


Available Information 

Information from 
Washington State 
Ferries is detailed, 
presented in a clear, 
effective, and easily 
understandable 
format. It is also 
made readily avail- 
able. Information 
from BC Ferries is 
Sparse in comparison, 
difficult to access, 
and sometimes 
requires time- 
consuming Freedom 
of Information 
requests. 


= ee —= 


- 
- Swamped in Debt 
> Breakdown of revenues and Expenses 
for BC Ferries from 1992-2000 


source: BC Ferries Annual Reports - in millions of $ 


“1993 


Subsidies 

BC Ferries received $1.5 billion 
in operating and capital subsidies 
between 1991 and 2000. Washing- 
ton State Ferries received C$1.8 
billion (US$1.17 billion) during that 
period. It is important to note that in 
a recent referendum, Washington 
state eliminated any further subsi- 
dies through fuel taxes to Washing- 
ton State Ferries, while BC recently 
began using fuel taxes to subsidize 
its ferry system. 

Despite higher fares in BC—a 
54% increase over the past eight 
years — annual subsidies have 
increased dramatically. 


Operating Expenses & 
Revenues 

On a per passenger basis, operat- 
ing expenses have increased dra- 
matically at BC Ferries over the 
past decade while they have re- 


mained flat for WSF. Revenues have 
shown a similar story. In BC, BC 
Ferries caters to a large level of 
tourism during the summer, but they 
still hold on to 84% of their labour 
force during the entire year. 


Recommendations 

@ Form a bi-partisan legislative 
committee dedicated to Crown 
corporation review and eliminate 
BC Ferries’ Board of Directors. 

@ Separate information pre- 
sented in BC Ferries’ Annual Report 
to clearly show which routes are 
subsidized and those that are not. 

@ Report on employee expen- 
ditures and toll/catering revenue on 
a monthly basis, both aggregate and 
per route; and 

@ Re-evaluate “appropriate” 
service levels on smaller, subsidized 
routes, including the elimination of 
subsidies. Privatization should also 
be considered. ™ 


s in 
1994 1995 "= 1996) 
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An-Alternative-to-the.Auto: lax 


n late September, CTF-BC director Mark Milke 

held a press conference in Richmond to outline 
an alternative funding proposal for road and transit 
improvements in greater Vancouver. 

“The member cities of the Greater Vancouver 
Regional District spend, annually, over $2 billion in 
operating and capital expenditures,” said Milke. Tax 
revenue from an auto tax is forecast at $95.4 million 
in 2002, (the first full year of collection). “A 4.6 
percent diversion in existing spending could make 
the auto tax unnecessary.” 

“Most families could find four or five percent in 
their own budgets, and in fact — most have done at 
least that as taxes rose over the past three decades,” 
noted Milke. “It is more than reasonable to ask civic 
politicians to find budget room to avoid another tax — 
this time on drivers.” 

On another revenue scenario, the CTF noted that 


if federal and provincial governments each trans- 
ferred 1.5 cents of their existing fuel tax ‘room,’ $65 
million would be available for greater Vancouver road 
and transit improvements — about two-thirds of what 
TransLink wants from an auto tax. A transfer of 1.5 
cents above current plans would mean TransLink 
would need to find only $30 million from existing 
budgets. 

The CTF also called for two votes — one on the 
Auto Tax and one on the TransLink board of direc- 
tors. “If TransLink wants a new tax — voters should 
have the final word,” stated Milke. 

“In addition, by 2004, TransLink will collect and 
spend over $800 million annually — more than any 
one city in greater Vancouver. Voters must have a 
direct say in who spends that much money.” 

For more on what you can do to “Axe The Auto 
Tax”, go to www.taxpayer.com. 


Provincial Director Mark Milke at the Axe the Auto Tax news conference. 
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Over-Budget On Travel 
ffairs 


at Aborigin 


lhe budget The warnin ne 5 
for ae i Pr adel 2 Aboriginal Affairs: Travel Costs 
anerae ; April 1, 1999 - March 31, 2000 
BC’s ministry of difference. In the - . 
Aboriginal Affairs fiscal year ending Sa se a [aoa aa 


has gone over- 


in March 1999, 


Minister 


budget for at least over $1.24 million Sores ae gas 
three years ina was spent, 26 % ornenimae ations mld oa 
row. Acting ona more than the Executive Director, MSD 2,000 1,019 
tip, the BC division —_ budget $988,000. Information Systems 3,000 1,545 
of the Canadian Same story for the FOI & Records 0 653 
Taxpayers budget year that Finance 1,000 1,120 
Federation sought ended in March Human Resources 1,000 1,861 
the travel expenses 2000. Almost $1.4 Aboriginal Relations 155,000 134,134 
of the ministry. million was spent, Line Ministry Fund 0 9,397 
Sure enough, the a 9% increase over Off Reserve/Metis Policy 10,000 0 
original budgets the already- ADM Negotiations 40,000 10,556 
over the past three increased budgeted North West Coast 200,000 243,256 
years were all amount of $1.28 Vancouver Island 60,000 121,245 
exceeded. million. North Interior 275,000 400,457 
In the fiscal year Although native BC South 200,000 241,079 
that ended March affairs are Special Projects/Nisga'a 10,000 22,428 
31, 1998, the technically a Delgamuukw Project Team 17,000 7,569 
budget for travel federal 
GAG $1,084,000, jurisdiction, i a 100,000 13,543 
init $1, 170,334 was ‘fia provincial Nisga'a Implementation Group 17,000 10,065 
spent. In July 1998, wannis try of Negotiations Unallocated 36,000 0 
staff were sent a Aboriginal Affairs a g a 
memo by assistant was created in Implementation & Information 20,000 16,938 
deputy minister 1990 and given a Maideice 20,000 alt 
Philip Steenkamp budget of $5.1 Mandates - Consultation Cost 0 201 
telling them that million. This year, SummilUBCIC Policy Forums : 7 
the “travel budget it expects to spend ADM Negotiations Support 25,000 10,643 
is limited and must $43 million, a 22% Provincial Team 32,000 24,795 
be used in an increase over the Information Provision 10,000 24,076 
effective, efficient last fiscal year CLIB 10,000 16,668 
and economical budget of $35 Negotiations Support - Unallocated 36,000 0 
manner.” million. # Total 1,280,000 1,397,914 
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ike most Albertans you 
[es think the days 
of the province throwing 
taxpayer money away on 
questionable grants are long since 
over. Ha! If only it was true. 

O.K., Alberta has cleaned up its 
act on the grant front. The 
Business Financial Assistance 
Limitation Act has reduced the 
incidence of public dollars being 
eaten up by failing businesses — no 
more Vencap experiments or 
Novatel disasters. And the grants 
that continue to exist have been 
streamlined with an accompanying 
reduction in bureaucracy and cost. 
But don’t think for a moment that 
the province has overcome its 
need for a grant fix. 

Take, for example, $1 million in 
grants given to Riverwood 
Productions Inc. to film a 26 
episode 2 hour drama series 
entitled “Caitlin’s Way”. Or how 
about $10,157 to Missing Link 
Productions Inc. to come up with 
an hour-long documentary entitled 
“Micro Loans in Canada and the 
Philippines.” TV not your thing? 

Well, you can always take in a 
puppet show courtesy of Judd 
Palmer who received $9,000 for an 
experimental puppet production 
for adults entitled “The Portrait”. 
Feel the need to laugh and cry? 
Clown performances are available 
from the Alberta Clown Theatre 
Society who received $65,280 
from a plethora of grants. 

Perhaps you’re looking for 
something a little more 
provocative? How about a 
production of “Touch” ($2,000), 
“Bent” ($7,000) or “Kink” 
($7,400) to satisfy your burning 
desire for publicly funded artistic 
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performances? 

The list goes on and on. But 
you get the idea. The provincial 
government seems to have more 
dollars than sense when it comes 
to delivering services. 

The aforementioned grants 
were awarded by 
the Alberta 
Foundation for 
the Arts, just one 
of many grant 
distributing 
agencies. The 
Foundation for 
the Arts churns 
out over $16 
million worth of 
grants each year 
on its own and is 
also responsible 
for another $5 
million for the 
Alberta Film 
Development 
program. That’s a 
lot of money. 

There seems to 
be no shortage of 
projects to fund 
with the 
Foundation flying 
through 
approximately 
1,200 grant 
approvals each 
year. Many 
recipients receive multiple grants 
for similar if not identical projects 
and other grants are bestowed on 
different groups for the same 
purpose (i.e. grants to the Full 
Moon Folk Club, the Northern 
Lights Folk Club, the Rocky 
Mountain Folk Club, etc., etc.). 

Some of the grants look 
suspiciously like business 
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subsidies with book and magazine 
publishers receiving funds to 
cover their costs of production. 
Even big name celebrities like 
country music star George Fox are 
getting into the act (pardon the 
pun). Although there’s no 
indication that Mr. Fox 
profited from an Alberta 
grant himself, Gfs 
Productions Ltd. did 
receive $60,000 to put 
together the “George Fox 
Special” Christmas TV 
show. 

So what’s going on 
here? Is this really how 
Albertans want to see 
public money spent? 
Why are we throwing 
money at TV and movie 
producers when we could 
be buying more MRI 
machines to shorten 
health care waiting times 
or hiring more teachers to 
reduce class sizes? 

If all these productions 
were truly worthwhile 
wouldn’t people pay out 
of their own pocket to see 
them? Why are we 
footing the bill for “art” 
that, for all intents and 
purposes, has no value or 
meaning to the vast 
majority of Albertans? 

Sure the grants are derived 
from the Alberta Lottery Fund, but 
so what. The bottom line is that 
the money is public money. It’s 
time to start thinking about 
whether these grants are truly in 
the public interest or whether the 
money would be better spent 
elsewhere. And let’s face it — there 
really isn’t much to think about. 


STL 


ES FL RCA 


Selected Alberta Foundation for the Arts 


The following list of 1999-2000 grants includes the name of the company, location, purpose and 


3543781 Canada Inc., Calgary, The 
“Sheldon Kennedy Story” made for TV 
MOVIC ...eeseesesesesesessesesesevscsteesseeees $390,000 

3543781 Canada Inc., Calgary, The 
“Sheldon Kennedy Story” Phase II $15,000 

Alberta Filmworks Movie Two Inc., Calgary, 
“North of 60” movie wu... $290,000 

Aquila Productions Inc., Edmonton, 100 
years of Canadian sport - 12 1-hr. 


CocuMentarieS oc eeeeeeee $129,340 
Bad Faith Productions Inc., Calgary, “Bad 
Faith” made for TV movie........... $250,000 
Bad Faith Productions Inc., Calgary, “Bad 
Faith” phase II... $13,068 
Big Schtick Productions Inc., Edmonton, 
“The Tourist” TV seriés wu... $65,000 
Fortune Films Inc., Calgary, “From Script to 
Screen” short drama ou... $11,494 


Genuine Licensing Inc., Edmonton, “Full 
Motion Fitness” - 31 half hr. series 
examining the history and practice of 
White Tiger form of TaiChi ........... $41,197 

Gfs Productions Ltd., Calgary, The “George 
Fox Special” Xmas TV special ..... $60,000 

Entertainment Group Inc., Calgary, “Beyond 
the Barbed Wire” pilot TV comedy 
SOTICS ooo. eeecescsesesscstscstsscsvsnssesensnees $15,297 

Great North Productions Inc., Edmonton, 
“The Beat” pilot 1 hour police 
OAM As xtos han te Me ren ek $50,000 

Great North Productions Inc., Edmonton, 
“Cruiseship” 3 - 1 hour 
COCUMENtAFIeS oo. eeeeeeeeeeeee $36,000 

Karvonen Films Ltd., Edmonton, “Wilderness 
Enforcers” - 3 part documentary ... $17,284 

Mayalta Corporation, Calgary, “Never Far 
From Eagle Tail Hill” 1/2 hr. documentary 
on making a documentary.............. $6,121 

Mentors li Productions Inc., Edmonton, 
Childrens series with historical 
THOM: icon lores te Rhsiteed $259,000 

Missing Link Productions Inc., Calgary, 
“Micro Loans in Canada and the 
Philippines” 1 hour documentary . $10,157 

Nature of Risk Inc., Calgary, “The Nature of 
Risk” 1 hour documentary ............ $32,113 

Riverwood Productions Inc., Calgary, 
“Caitlin’s Way” - 26 episode - 1/2 hour 


Arama SerieS oo... cesses $500,000 
Riverwood Productions Inc., Calgary, 
“Caitlin’s Way” - Phase ll ............ $500,000 


Win One Productions Inc., Calgary, 1 hour 
variety special on the Calgary 


amount received. 


Stampede... sesiitewtnwi levee! $40,000 
AB Gold Chapter Sweet Adelines, Calgary, 
Assist in producing and presenting 
PEPPOFMANCES ........sesscescesteesestessesees $2,764 
Book Publisher Category “A”, Edm / Calgary/ 
Stettler, Assist book publishers in operating 
as Canadian owned publishers in 
Alberta. sA Accahe rl acaiaiea tac $302,000 
Edmonton Classic Guitar Society, Edmonton, 
Assist in presenting performances . $1,987 
Foothills Bluegrass Music Society, Calgary, 
Assist in presenting performances . $1,381 
Full Moon Folk Club, Edmonton, Assist in 
presenting performances ............... $6,854 
Hellenic Orthodox Congregation of Calgary & 
District, Assist in presenting 
PEMOPMANCES .......cessesssesseeeesneeeeens $2,246 
Lac La Biche Pow Wow and Fish Derby 
Assn., Assist in presenting 
PEPOrMANCES .......cesseesesseeseesneeneens $2,663 
Northern Lights Folk Club, Edmonton, Assist 
in presenting performances ........... $1,223 
Rocky Mountain Folk Club, Calgary, Assist in 
presenting performances ............... $3,206 
Alberta Clown Theatre Society, Calgary, Assist 
with cost of producing educational 
FOStIVAIS ooo. eeescseeseesestesesesesteseees $11,743 
W.P. Puppet Theatre Society, Calgary, Assist 
with cost of producing educational 
festivals ice ete eed $6,516 
Wild Nose Clown Theatre, Edmonton, Assist 
with cost of producing educational 
fEStIVAIS op. cestinc tee iret hele ned. $478 
Periodical Publisher: Editorial, Calgary/Edm/ 
Canmore, Assist periodical publishing 
companies with operating costs ... $65,055 
Periodical Publisher: Project , Calgary/Edm/ 
Canmore, Assist projects that will improve 
the productivity, viability, and effectiveness 
of AB’s periodical publishers ........ $28,595 
Beecher, Carol, Calgary, Assist in the 
production costs for “Mr. Reapers Really 
Bad Morning”... $7,000 
Chakrabartty, Shreela, Edmonton, Assist in the 
production of “Marriage or 
Chocolate” ..o..csesessssesssesssesseees $6,709 
Southerland, James, Calgary, Assis in the 
production of “St. Bernadette of 
BiNQO? geist cveiierietite aivetatttarion tls 4,000 
Trimingham, Julie, Calgary, Assist in the 
production of “The Diva's New 
GOWM 2s: sczazciastanatece.diadea tia a $10,000 
Charrois, Michael, Edmonton, Towards 
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creation of multimedia rock opera$10,000 
Alvarado, Tania, Edmonton, Development 
duel for female/male dancers ........ $4,400 
Green Fools Theatre Society, Calgary, Assist 
in the commissioning of new play - “The 
Gift setts este aereedeatii nace $3,000 
Amos, Barbara, Calgary, Assist with projects 
related to visual arts - towards moving from 
smaller to larger paintings ................ $588 
Libman, Daniel, Calgary, Towards 
development of translation of “Alma and 
Mrs. Woolf” voieceesesesesssseseseserseseeees $2,400 
Rootsaert, Cathleen, Edmonton, Towards 
writing of ‘Mamma Mia! Me A 


Mamina?fsaegec he cetttethk os $7,000 
Snyder, Jena, Edmonton, Towards writing 
“Teenage Death Songs’ ...........0. $10,000 


Arnold, Kathleen, Edmonton, Towards 
development and workshop of “Moods of 
the Earthmother’” ow... $2,000 

Bullough, Chris, Edmonton, Development of 
“Danny Loves a Girl”... ccs $2,000 

Donald, Paul Morgan, Edmonton, Premier 
production of “Kink” ..........ceeeee $7,400 

Green Fools Theatre Society, Calgary, 
Towards design, construction of “Great 
Western Canadian Bricks & Earth 
GitCUS i: sts. sc2 too tattered $10,000 

McKeag, Doug Gilbertson, Inalea, Calgary, 
Toward demo video tape of “Jack and the 
Beanstock” vo. ccccescesessseeseseens $2,500 

Palmer, Judd, Calgary, Towards “The Portrait” 
an experimental puppet production for 
AGUS cacti Be eee $9,000 

Rootsaert, Cathleen, Edmonton, Production 
of “Mamma Mia! Me A Mamma?’... $3,500 

Sage Theatre, Calgary, Towards production 


Of BeNtine ieee Moses cdenctlees $7,000 
Sharplin, Scott, Edmonton, Towards 
production of “TOUCH”... $2,000 


W.P. Puppet Theatre Society, Calgary, 
Performance at Int!’ Puppet Festival, 
BUlQ arias. sicccccsssictsidecanta adhered $3,000 
Wittmeier, Carmen, Edmonton, Towards 
writing “The Fly and the Other Guy 
(SPIUU)? sccrreiaeh atta aiateeeh en $2,068 
Writers Guild of Alberta, Edmonton, Provide 
assistance to prov. art service 
OPGANIZALION ......eeesescesssteeeesesseens $122,500 
Alberta Clown Theatre Society, Calgary, Assist 
in performance of performing arts 
OPGANIZALION ......eecseesecseesseesseeneesees $22,787 
Edmonton Needlecraft Guild, Edmonton, 


v-Ne wn = 2 re is 


Towards 25th anniversary ............-+. $1,750 Towards millennium images of Towards ClaSS@S wee $4,000 

Edmonton Weaver's Guild, Edmonton, ECMont0n wu..cccccccseses cess sees ceees $3,500 The Centre Gallery:Focused Art Society- 
Towards classes and workshops ... $6,000 Lethbridge Society of Stained Glass Artisans, Calgary, A Woman Towards an art 

Focus on Fiber Art Assoc., Edmonton, Towards equipment and community Gallet yee. en tec terentedaerits $4,000 
Towards fiber arts SHOW .......cu $1,500 EVENS Siebel eet utent wamtennd $1,500 Untitled Art Society, Calgary, Towards 

Images Alberta Camera Club, Edmonton, Lettering Arts Guild of Red Deer, Red Deer, establishing a dark room ...........0++ $1,500 
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An End to Income Tax 


[ee are good in Alberta. So 
good, in fact, that Premier Ralph 
Klein has recently been 
ruminating about eliminating the province’s 
income tax. “What?” you say. “Can it be 
true?” “Can we really get rid of income 
tax?” 

Ina word, yes. Itis possible. Alberta 
could abolish provincial income tax. 

As mounting surpluses continue to 
gush from the province’s books the 
prospects for substantial tax cuts 
become very real. 

But before “surplus euphoria” 
goes to our heads let’s just step back a 
moment and take stock of the situation. 

It’s probably fair to say that most Albertans 
would want to see the provincial debt eliminated 
before we go jumping into the tax cut deep end. 
First things first, after all. 

Alberta’s debt now stands at $8 
billion. Assuming we continue to run 
surpluses in the same ballpark that we 
have for the last five years or so, we 
can reasonably assume that the debt will 
be eliminated somewhere between two 
to four years from now — five at the 
outside. 

Once the debt is retired we can really go to 
town. This year personal income tax revenues are 


income taxes based on a permanent price of $30 for 
a barrel of oil is a recipe for disaster. 

“So what are you saying?” “First you say we 
can eliminate income tax, and now you’re saying 
we’ re handcuffed in doing so because of 
commodity price swings!” 

Notexactly. There is a way to eliminate provincial 
income tax while ensuring stable revenues. 

Remember the old Heritage Trust Fund? Yes, it still 
exists. It’s currently worth about $12.8 billion and 
produced $1.17 billion in income last year. This year 
Alberta’s Tories will extract $818 million from the 
Fund to be deposited in general revenues to pay 
for basic programs. 

So why not just continue to do what 
we're already doing? Why not build up 
the Heritage Fund to the extent that the 
annual return could replace foregone 
income tax revenues — a sort of 
Retirement Income Fund if you will. 
A Heritage Fund of say, $70 
billion (in 2000 dollars), would 
produce enough revenue to replace 
that generated by income tax without 
having to dip into the principal. 
Not only would we be eliminating 
income tax, but we would be preparing for 
the day when we run out of oil and gas 
altogether. Future generations would have a 
stable base of investment revenues to draw upon. 


estimated to come in at $5 billion — approximately If this sounds like a pie-in-the-sky idea it isn’t. 
20% of the total revenue pie. As long as we don’t take Alaska has already done it. Income produced from the 
the time tunnel back to the Getty years of over-the-top State’s “Permanent Fund”, established in 1976, now 


spending, existing surpluses and money saved fromdebt — exceeds oil revenues. Because Alaska has no personal 
interest payments could allow us to cut personalincome income tax or sales tax there are few taxes to scale back. 
tax in half— overnight. So instead, the State hands out annual rebates to its 

That is, of course, as long as oil and gas revenues stay _ citizens through a “Dividend Program’. This year the 
high. But oil and gas revenues will not always stay high. rebate will probably be in the $2,000 range. 
Resource royalties are notoriously volatile, and cutting This plan requires one thing though — discipline. 
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Surpluses incurred after the debt is 
gone would have to be placed in the 
Heritage Fund. They could not be 
spent on new programs or so-called 
“one-time investments”. 

And income tax would not be 
eliminated in one fell swoop. It 
would take many years to build up 
the Fund to the point where it could 
replace income tax entirely. Income 
tax rates could be reduced gradually 
however, with part of the Fund’s 
income going to tax reductions 
while simultaneously growing the 
investment portfolio. 


All of this ignores the fact that 
there are many other taxes that are 
equally as destructive to the 
economy as income tax. School 
Property taxes, fuel taxes, capital 
gains taxes, and other revenue 
sources could also be put on the 
chopping block. But that’s another 
discussion. 

Can Alberta’s personal income 
tax be eliminated? Of course. But it 
should be done through a thoughtful, 
long-term, prudent plan. This is the 
next big challenge for the Klein 
government and for all Albertans. 


Atay toh cee 


Ny 


a “° 


The Alaska Dividend fund pays out $2000 annually to each citizen. Could Alberta 


do the same? 


Zero Personal Income Tax/Corporate Income Tax States 


State Income Tax 
Alaska 0% 
Florida 0% 
Nevada 0% 


Limited to dividends 


New Hampshire ; ‘ 
and interest income 


South Dakota 0% 


Limited to dividends 


Tennessee and interest income 
Texas oF 
Washington 0% 
Wyoming 0% 


Corporate Tax Sales Tax 

1.0% - 9.4% 0% 

5.5% 6.0% 

0% 6.5% 
7.0% 0% 

0% 4.0% 

6.0% 6.0% 

0% 6.25% 

0% 6.5% 

0% 4.0% 
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Tax cuts 
for Business: 
Mission 
Accomplished 


How sweet it is! Only four 
months after making its 
submission to the Alberta 
Government’s Business Tax 
Review Committee the CTF has 
secured yet another victory for 
taxpayers. 

Following the Federation’s 
recommendations the province 
will be: 

M@ reducing the corporate 
income tax rate to 8% from 
15.5%; 

@ lowering the small business 
rate to 3% from 6%; 

@ doubling the small business 
deduction to $400,000 from 
$200,000; 

M@ dropping the capital gains 
inclusion rate to 50% from 
66%; 

@ eliminating the capital tax on 
financial institutions; and, 
M@ reducing education property 

taxes by $135 million. 


These cuts will result in 
substantial savings for all 
Albertans. Corporate income 
tax cuts will find their way 
back into consumers pockets 
through lower prices, seniors 
and retirees will have higher 
after-tax incomes thanks to the 
capital gains changes, and 
property tax owners will get a 
break on their school taxes — 
everybody wins! 


SASKATCHEWAN. 


iInning_osing 


At the Economic Olympics 


by Richard Truscott else, then kiss your prosperity good bye. 

hat’s the difference between the Olympic So what is an appropriate strategy for economic 

Games and Saskatchewan’s new growth? We might take some clues from a recent 

economic development strategy? The study of senior investment officers in the U.S. and 
Saskatchewan government gives out the medals Canada — people responsible for investing hundreds 
before the competition begins. of billions of dollars. These money managers put 

Investing taxpayer money in the private sector is business subsidies at the bottom of the list of things 

known as “picking winners.’ This is a misnomer that contribute to a good investment climate. On the 
because many of the ventures fail in the end; witness top of the list were low taxes and good infrastructure. 
the loss of money, jobs, and provincial credibility In contrast the Saskatchewan government, which has 
because of fiascos like Channel Lake, Spudco, business subsidies as the cornerstone of its economic 
Guyana, and others. Using the Olympic analogy, strategy, drags its feet on 
maybe all that taxpayer gold weighed these reducing what are some of the 
“winners” Ps highest taxes in Canada, and 


down when 
they hit the 
swimming pool. 
The 
Saskatchewan 
government refuses 
to learn the lesson of 
these failures. 
“Partnership for 
Prosperity,” the government’s 
discussion paper on our economic 
future, calls for “focusing 
government and Crown Investment to 
leverage sector growth and 
diversification with such measures as 
targeted tax cuts.” In other words, 
continue to invest public money in 
private sector ventures. And what are 
“targeted tax cuts” anyway? As 
one cynic put it, a targeted 
tax cut is “a tax cut 
that someone else 
gets but you don’t.” 
_ So does 
this kind of 
government intervention improve our 
economy? On the contrary, it is one 
reason why there isn’t more private sector 
investment in Saskatchewan. Why invest 
if the government is going to grab your 
gold and give it to your politically- 
connected competitor? If there is a 
“Partnership for Prosperity,” and the 


province’s partnership is with someone - rv 


tears up our infrastructure — our 
roads — and turns them to gravel. 
What’s wrong with this picture? 
If Saskatchewan wants to leap 
ahead in economic development, we 
need to change strategies and adopt a 
more aggressive approach to tax relief. 
For example, it has been suggested that 
the government could encourage job 
growth and help thousands of businesses to 
compete by eliminating the small business tax. 
This would make Saskatchewan the only “small 
business tax-free zone” in Canada. The tax cut 
would cost about $75 million initially, but that is 
only half of what the government spent this year on 
subsidies for a handful of private companies like 
Big Sky Pork, World Wide Pork Company, 
Centennial Foods, Craig Wireless International, 
and the Saskatchewan Valley Potato Corp. 
Saskatchewan has enormous economic 
challenges and enormous potential. But our 
future is not 


well served by key elements of the “Partnership 
for Prosperity” strategy. To become a gold medal 
province, we need to set our goals higher, we need 
to provide a better investment climate through 
stronger tax cuts, and we need to encourage private 
investment and competition, not kill it with 
unwelcome political interference. Let the 
marketplace pick its own winners, and Saskatchewan 
will win as well.@ 
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SASKATCHEWAN. 


Public 


Consultations: 


Putting 
the Cart 
Before 
the 


Horse 


by Richard Truscott 

enuine public consulta- 

tion is one of the cor- 

nerstones of a healthy 
democracy. On the other hand, 
the pretence of public consultation 
is a denial of democracy. Two ex- 
amples show we have work to do 
in Saskatchewan. 

The “independent” review of 
SGI’s no-fault automobile insur- 
ance scheme fell prey to accusa- 
tions of bias and political meddling 
when the Minister in charge of 
Crown investments sought to limit 
the commission’s scope ina letter 
to its Chairman. In the letter, the 
Minister communicated the gov- 
ernment’s desire that the review 
look only at tinkering with the cur- 
rent system, and not be a compre- 
hensive overview of no-fault in- 


surance. According to the govern- 
ment, the auto insurance Commis- 
sion is supposed to be less of a re- 
view than a retread. 

The Task Force on Municipal 
Legislative Renewal started out in- 
nocently enough last year. The 
provincial election had just taken 
place and changes to municipal 
government had not been an issue 
for any party, including the gov- 
erning NDP. But the fires of pro- 
test were soon lit when the task 
force’s pollsters started calling citi- 
zens and asking some very leading 
questions about the state of mu- 
nicipal government. 

When the interim report sug- 
gested dramatically reducing the 
number of municipalities, all hell 
broke loose. The Task Force was 
eventually forced to back off on 
their proposals for forced amalga- 
mation. They had jumped to their 
conclusions well in advance of the 
people they were supposed to be 
consulting. By the time the gov- 
ernment and its task force clued 
in, the damage was done: confi- 
dence and trust were lost, and 
people in rural Saskatchewan felt 
even more alienated from their 
government. 

So how do we improve public 
consultation in this province? The 
tules for meaningful consultations 
can be summed up by the three 
E’s. Engagement means involv- 
ing indi- 
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viduals in the decisions that affect 
them before the decisions are 
made by asking for their input and 
allowing them to debate the merits 
of one another’s ideas and as- 
sumptions. Explanation means 
that everyone involved and af- 
fected should understand clearly 
what is at stake and why the issue 
is important. Expectation works 
two ways: it is what the govern- 
ment hopes to gain at the end of 
the process to guide its decisions, 
and it is also the commitment that 
what was said and discussed dur- 
ing the consultations will be the 
actual direction the government 
takes. 

At least two more important 
public consultations will occur 
over the next few months. The 
government’s new “economic de- 
velopment” strategy paper was re- 
leased (with a final document 
slated for early 2001) and public 
meetings are being scheduled. 
And the province’s Commission 
on Medicare (the Fyke Commis- 
sion) released its first discussion 
paper. This Commission is 
charged with identifying chal- 
lenges facing Medicare, outlining 
potential solutions, and engaging 
the public and healthcare provid- 
ers in a discussion of new ideas, 
or so the pamphlet says. But in 
the home of government-mo- 
nopoly health care, are ideas chal- 
lenging the status quo really up for 
discussion? We’ll find out. 

In the end, public con- 
sultations can be building 
blocks or stumbling blocks. 
If the process is fair and 
open, public consensus can 
be built. But if it isn’t fair 
and useful, the public won’t 

buy the outcome, even if it’s 
the best thing since sliced bread. ™ 


Manitoba's Laboratory Rats 


by Victor Vrsnik 


ho says nothing ever happens in 
Sleepy Hollow? After the provincial 
election, Manitoba has suddenly 


become the nation’s foremost laboratory for 
experiments in economic and social engineering. 

Take for example the government’s heavy- 
handed meddling in labour relations that scrapped 
the secret ballot during union certification drives. 
Another law sidelined taxpayers during election 
campaigns with advertising limits. To add insult to 
injury, “taxpayers ability to pay” was stripped away 
as fair justification to control education spending. 

All eyes are on Manitoba as the government 
marches forward with its anti-taxpayer assault on 
the business community. This summer’s flurry of 
legislation is likely just a dress rehearsal for more 
fun to come. 

The next bitter pill to be forced down the throats 
of business will be annual minimum wage hikes. 
As a policy it’s worthless. But as a strategy 
to take the heat off government’s 
punishing taxes on the working poor 
by scapegoating the business 
community, it’s priceless. 

Only recently have the higher- 
evolved labour organizations 
come to realize that pinning their 
woes entirely on business is 
futile. Trucker unions in the 
U.K., France and other countries 
are demanding government cuts 
to high fuel taxes instead of 
wasting their breath bashing the 
oil companies. 

Hammering government 
instead of business represents a 
monumental shift in union 
mentality and strategy. 
Somewhere along the way, 
unionized Euro-truckers 
have experienced their very 
own conversion on the 


autobahn to Damascus. 

Closer to home, the head of the Canadian Labour 
Congress, Ken Georgetti, championed rank and file 
workers with calls for income tax relief. He said 
that Ottawa should “significantly raise the threshold 
at which workers start to pay tax.” He goes on to 
note that such a move would “give a tax break to 
everyone.” 

Another sometime tax cut advocate is the NDP 
Premier of Saskatchewan Roy Romanow who 
outstripped some Conservative-run provinces with 
tax cuts. Even Linda McQuaig - celebrated 
journalist and darling of the Left - today trumpets 
the far-reaching 
benefits of a GST ~~ 
cut. + 


Even union leaders have) "finally jist ed Buty 
tux cutis as good as a pay raise.. 


WLAN ETO BA 


A general consensus is beginning to 
form among taxpayers, politicians, 
union bosses and opinion leaders that 
the working poor are best served with 
a tax cut, not molecular-sized wage 
hikes for the lowest income earners. A 
far better slogan for the labour 
movement today would be “get a 
raise, cut taxes!” 

Tinkering with the minimum wage 
now and again won’t add up to a pile 
of beans for the average low-income 
employee. Besides, the impact of 
provincial bracket creep (a policy 
preventing personal exemptions and 
income tax brackets from keeping 
pace with inflation) has already 
eroded past increases to the minimum 
wage. The left-leaning Caledon 
Institute figures that bracket creep 
pulled more than one million low 
wage workers into the income tax net 
in the 1990s. 

If the government was sincere 
about helping the working poor, 
meaningful tax reform would be on 
the agenda, not rinky-dink minimum 
wage hikes that buy little more than 
an extra cup of coffee a day. 

The first order of business for the 
Doer government is to root-out 
bracket creep by reindexing the tax 
system to inflation - ensuing 
Manitobans get full purchasing power 
for the dollars they earn. 

Second, boost the basic personal 
exemption from $7,231 to a whopping 
$12,000. Minimum wage earners in 
Manitoba would be exempt from 
paying any income tax at all. Finally, 
give all Manitobans a break with a 
single tax rate of 11%. 

The savings from such a tax reform 
model would outstrip the microscopic 
increases from minimum wage hikes 
and go a long way to making 
Manitoba a more competitive 
province attracting investment and 
decent-paying jobs. ™ 


Pump-price relief has 
run out of gas 


by Victor Vrsnik 

MOTORISTS have been besieged by highway robbery at the 
gas pumps but the political rescue team is nowhere to be found. 

The absence of any political leadership on the pump-price 
crisis is deafening at a time when motorists and homeowners are 
turning to their elected representatives to help ease the financial 
pain with a gas-tax cut. 

As pump prices climb by the day, taxpayers’ patience is 
wearing thin. To compound matters, they’ve been caught in the 
crossfire between Ottawa and the provinces over a war of 
words. Leadership on the pump-price crisis is sorely lacking. 

Governments have done a fantastic job of levelling blame 
elsewhere for high pump prices but have done precious little to 
make gas more affordable. 

Ottawa refuses to act on a gas-tax cut without bringing the 
provinces on board. The provinces fire back at Ottawa for 
fleecing motorists without spending on roads. 

Together, they lambaste the oil-producing countries for 
closing the taps on oil production. And they spare no quarter for 
the national oil companies who are accused of price fixing. 

Ottawa and the provinces should stop passing 
the buck and begin a dialogue to make 
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pump prices more affordable by lowering taxes. 

Manitoba Highways Minister Steve Ashton says 
he is agreeable to working with Ottawa on high gas 
prices but draws the line at actually cutting the 
provincial tax. Without taking action on the Manitoba 
tax, Ashton’s goodwill gesture is futile. 

For the benefit of motorists, both layers of gov- 
ernment should put these proposals on the table 
without delay. 


The federal government should: 


@ eliminate the 1.5 cent gas tax introduced in 
1995 as a deficit fighting measure; 


@ lift the GST off the taxable 
pump price to put an end to 
tax on tax; 


@ and, finally, make gas 
taxes a user fee. Ottawa 
cannot forget its responsibility 
to return the balance of those 


Rip-off 


by Victor Vrsnik 


he NDP mistook 
Manitoba Public 
Insurance fora 


fuel taxes back into road renewal. 


The Manitoba government should: 


H@ redirect some of its revenue growth from other 
cash-cow taxes to lower Manitoba’s 11.5 cent gas 
tax; 


H@ pass legislation making gas taxes a user fee by 
dedicating them to road renewal. 


It is not inconceivable that Ottawa will restore 
funding to Manitoba roads. The day that happens, 
the province will no longer be as pressed to spend the 

greater share of its gas-tax revenues on road 

renewal, and not unlike Ottawa, will likely 

find less worthy spending priorities. 
A legislated gas-tax user fee will 

ensure that the current practice of 
spending the full complement of 
fuel taxes on Manitoba roads 

continues indefinitely.™ 


MP 


Narrowly Averted 


Premier Doer and company 
finally did the right thing and 
ordered MPI to return the $20 
million tax grab back to 


Mexican pifata, replete with premiums Manitoba motorists. Despite 
surpluses galore. After a few on Manitoba having been sandbagged by 
whacks from the provincial universities. taxpayer protests, the NDP have 
government and the MPI Board, _ Little did they know not dropped the idea of raiding 


the crown corporation nearly 
split open at the seams, ready to 


shower $20 million of motorists’ _ protest. 


the pinata would become a 
lightening rod for political 


crown reserves in the future. 
First ofall, the $20 million raid 
from MPI profits was an 


IMWANTETDPOBA 


admission of guilt that Manitoba 
motorists are paying $20 million 
more than they should in auto 
insurance. The money itself was 
the smoking gun. If MPI had 
enough in premiums to cover its 
claims, why did it propose to 
overcharge motorists? 

More to the point, why does it 
continue to have a monopoly in 
Manitoba? The latest round of 
political meddling in an arms 
length crown corporation is the 
best reason to privatize MPI and 


open up competition in the auto 
insurance industry. The NDP 
makes a convincing case that it 
can’t be trusted with our 
insurance money. 

Such an abuse of trust would 
never occur in the private sector 
insurance industry. Competition 
keeps business honest. 

If a CEO or a Board of a 
private insurance company 
frittered away $20 million in 
profits, heads would roll. 
Shareholders 
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hazy world 
of 
government 
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The last time I checked, 


MPI’s mandate was auto 
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insurance not universities. The 
crown corporation was formed 
to provide effective auto 
insurance for Manitoba motorists 
at a fair rate. Taking insurance 
money from motorists to cover 
government operating costs is 
stealth taxation. The morbid 
result would have been artificially 
high insurance rates. 

Equally offensive is how the 
decision was made. The proper 
place to settle spending priorities 

is in the Legislature where 

expenditures are debated at 
the committee level and 
voted upon in the budget. 
The $20 million tax grab 
was hatched in a closed- 
door meeting between 
government-appointed 
directors of MPI and the 
Minister responsible 
Becky Barrett. Only after 
the protest snowballed did 
the government finally 
come to its senses. 
In an NDP perfect world, 
the MPI scheme would have 
come off without a hitch. 
Manitobans would eventually 
acclimatize themselves to the idea 
of using MPI as a cash cow for 
government operations. 

It wouldn’t be long before the 
NDP declare open season on 
other crown corps like Manitoba 
Hydro and Centra Gas. Income 
taxes or the PST would never 
see another increase because the 
money would come from your 
other pocket - the one that pays 
the utility bills. Mercifully it 
hasn’t happened - not yet. 

I can hear the Premier now, 
“rats, foiled again by those pesky 
taxpayers.” ml 
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Tony Clement: The Taxpayers Friend 


Strikes Again 


by Walter Robinson It was Minister Clement that helped Premier 
ne of the jobs of CTF spokespeople is to Harris quarterback the Conservative government’s 
meet with elected representatives to Taxpayer Protection and Balanced Budget Act. And 
directly and forcefully communicate the 


desires of CTF supporters to those who can put 
them into law. 

As the Federal and Ontario director, I have 
the opportunity to meet with national and 
provincial cabinet ministers. 

The CTF’s five-year badgering of Pre- 
mier Harris to pass taxpayer protection 
legislation into law in November, 1999 
cemented a level of mutual respect between 
the Office of the Premier and the CTF. 
Similarly, on the opposition side, Liberal 
Leader Dalton McGuinty has sought out 
CTF advice on his taxpayer protection 
proposals during the June 1999 provincial 
election campaign and more recently again 
on his draft legislation to end taxpayer-funded 
partisan advertising (which the CTF strongly 
supports -- the legislation that is!). 

But no politician in Ontario (al- 
though Government Whip Frank 
Klees gets an honourable mention 
for his open-door policy and 
commitment to active listening) 
has done more for taxpayers 
than Municipal Affairs and ¢ 
Housing Minister Tony 
Clement. 


COIN ATL @® 


it was Tony Clement who recently intervened in 
Ottawa and noted that if the Transition Board could 
find $75 million in savings (read: tax cuts) for the 
new amalgamated City of Ottawa, then he would 
pass these savings onto property taxpayers through 
legislation. In so committing, Minister Clement 
remained true to his various news releases that 
promised Fewer Politicians and Lower Taxes for 
Ottawa’s municipal taxpayers. 

So it shouldn’t come as any surprise that the 
Minister’s latest announcement is once again, 
taxpayer friendly. In early October, the Minister 
announced that Ontario taxpayers would be the first 
in North America to receive annual report cards on 
how well their municipal governments are doing in 
delivering nine key areas of municipal services. 

By summer 2001, municipalities will be required 
by law to report to local taxpayers on how efficient 
and effective they are delivering key services. The 
chart below indicates the areas of service, and how, 
they will be measured. 


Now, obviously more detailed measures will have 
to be developed and qualifiers and subjective analy- 
sis will have to enter into these measurements to 
account for geographic, population demographics 
and economic growth disparities. But, the bottom 
line is that this system will provide more account- 
ability for local ratepayers. 

Much of this data is already collected by most 
municipalities so incremental costs will be kept to a 
minimum. And yes, the Province needs to more 
clearly spell out how everything is to be measured 
and through what vehicles (ex: direct mail, web site, 
newspaper ads) must municipalities report to taxpay- 
ers. 

But this is a good start. As Minister Clement 
himself noted, “Ontario municipalities have more 
authority now than they had in the past and, with 
increased authority, comes the need for greater 
accountability. We’re aiming for better municipal 
services and clear government accountability.” 

Yes indeed, the taxpayers’ friend strikes again! ™ 


Service Measurement/Judgment Criteria 


Water * Operating costs of treatment and distribution 

* Continual supply of quality water 
Sewage * Sewer-main backups 

* Outcomes of monitoring tests at treatment facilities 
Garbage * Operating costs of waste collection 


* Outcomes of applicable monitoring tests 


Fire Services * Operating costs of fire services 


* Fire Loss 


Police Services * Operating costs of police services 


* Cases cleared 


Social Services * Percentage of people in welfare-to-work activities 


* Number of people receiving social assistance under Ontario Works 


1 t : be ee : : 
Eeeat Goycrane * Operating costs for municipal administration and council members 


Land-use Planning * Percentage of new lots created in settlement areas 
* Percentage of agricultural land retained in agricultural designation 


Transportation * Operating costs for conventional transit 
* Adequacy of roads for summer 


* Traffic delays due to construction activities 
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by Walter Robinson 
s the Legislature resumed on Septem- 
A« 25", taxpayers were given encour- 

aging signs for new reforms and 
advancement in Ontario. In outlining his govern- 
ment’s Fall Action Plan to fellow MPPs, Premier 
Harris noted that “the Common Sense Revolution 
(CSR) continues.” 

Well, not exactly. It is more accurate to say that 
Mr. Harris has found the car keys for the revolu- 
tion after misplacing them for the past four years. 
Many prominent observers agree with the CTF 
that the CSR died about 18 months into the Harris 
government’s inaugural mandate back in 1995.. 
By the start of 1997, after taking a beating on 
tough but necessary welfare reforms, anticipated 


“tis the ( ‘ommion RE Rev olution 


Returned to on s Park 


health care restructuring cuts ® 

and a disastrous Toronto 

amalgamation debate, the CSR 

ground to a complete halt. The Harris Tories have 
shown flashes of brilliance here and there, but 
basically they coasted through their 1999 re- 
election and a balanced budget in April 2000 right 
into this session of the legislature. 

But with a renewed commitment to re-open the 
privatization file, an acceleration of primary care 
health reform, forcing municipalities to account 
for their increased role and powers and subjecting 
new regulations to business-impact assessments, 
Mr. Harris and his team may have once again 
found their zeal for activist, but necessary 
changes. 


tis on this file where the most evident sparks of 
[= revolutionary flame flicker. 
tion last spring, Municipal Affairs and Housing Minis- 
ter Tony Clement introduced a Municipal Report Card 
for municipalities (see page 44). This should make 
local governments more accountable and responsive to 
taxpayer concerns. 


Not content 
with passing Municipal Referendum Legisla- 
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ontinuing to cut red tape, speeding 

regulatory approvals and cutting 

provincial business taxes (along 
with further personal income tax cuts of 
course) must also dominate the government’s 
agenda. What the high tax advocates fail to 
understand is that you can’t redistribute wealth 
unless you allow individuals and businesses to 
create it in the first place. It is not a chicken or 
egg question. What taxpayers are looking for 
now is legislative action to back up Mr. Harris’ 
renewed vigour for change. 


o be fair, closing and amalgamating 

hospitals and re-allocating funds from 

acute-care beds to long-term beds was 
a no-win proposition. Indeed, many of the new 
super-hospitals (read: Ottawa and Hamilton) are 
simply running more massive deficits than any 
of their previous constituent institutions did. 

Even the Chair of the Health Services Re- 

structuring Commission basically admitted that 
Ontario did things back-asswards. Institutional 
and governance reform should have come last, 
while primary care reform (pooling physicians, 
implementing tele-health medicine and funda- 


mentally changing the doctor-patient relationship) 
and technological upgrading (new MRI, CT 
scanner and lithotripter purchases) should have 
come first. 

The challenge now is to move quickly on 
primary care reform and equipment moderniza- 
tion while opening a dialogue over the issues of 
choice, quality, and accountability in health care 
delivery. And make no mistake about it, this will 
mean involving the private sector. The key is not 
to be blinded by ideology, but focus on what 
works in other jurisdictions around the world 
(even Sweden) and adapt international best 
practices to the Ontario environment. 


ontrary to labour’s hype and propa- 

ganda, privatization is not a dirty 

word. The war for smaller, more- 
focused government is far from over. The 
battles now are for privatization and alternate 
service delivery (ASD) targets. 

Ending public-sector monopolies in liquor 
retailing, educational broadcasting and correc- 
tional service provision is necessary. But 
replacing public-sector monopolies with pri- 
vate-sector monopolies serves no one’s best 
interests. The government must also set out to 
actively engage community partners, other 
levels of government and even employee take- 
over corporations in addition to a plethora of 
private sector providers when candidates for 
out-sourcing and privatization are trotted out. 

Finding ways to trim non-core government 
activities from the province’s books is essential 
if it is to meet growing demands for more health 
care and investment in education. ™ 


To bring added value 
to our membership, 
the CTF has 
“partnered” with a 
long distance 
management 
company, West Can 
Telecommunications 
Inc. West Can has 
extensive experience 
in serving the needs 
of large affinity 
groups. The CTF has 
negotiated special 
low rates on long 
distance, toll free and 
calling card services . 
Your long distance 
calling will be carried 
on the Sprint 
network. 
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Long Distance 
\\Savings Plan 


for CTF supporters 


A Partnership that works 


The CTF Long Distance Affinity Program means 
added savings on long distance calls, calling card 
calls and toll-free services. 

Low, 30 second call minimum 
Billing in 6 second increments 
Low international rates 


goon 


Special low rates 


Special Low Rates for CTF Supporters 
On Long Distance and Toll-Free Services 
24 hours per day. T days per week 


7.5 CENTS 
Within Ganada&tothe USA gee ainute 


20 CENTS 
PER MINUTE 


Calling Card 
Low international rates 


apie] -877-518-4 CTF (283) 


